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Suffer me a little, and I will ſhew thee what I 
have yet to ſpeak on God's Behalf, Job 36. 2. 
Dicam ego quid ſentiam dicent forte meliora 
ſoctiores. Aug. contra Fauſtum. 
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Hong ſt 2 many Books 
wherewith the World 


222 co, it, without giving 
a fair hereof, unlefs they have 
attained to that Repute for Wiſdom 
which Job had, Ch. xxix. 21. &c. That 
Men give ear, and wait, and keep 
their ſilence at their Counſel ; wait- 
ing for it as for the Rain, and open- 
ing their Mouth wide as for the latter 
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* RY 4 1 
«T7 - E * ; 4 
N - N * R. * 
> 1 * * — 14 3& 
g 0 11 
* ö | 
o 
+ 1 F 
i 


iv The, PREFAcE 


Rain: Such need no Apolog y to beſpeak | 
a Reception of their Labours ; but it is 


far from me to reckon my ſelf of that 
Number, haud equidem tali me dig- 
nor honore: Tet I muſt confeſs it is 


not much that I have to ſay in my own 


Defence. The perſwaſion of Friends, 
from an Opinion of the Uſefulneſs of 
ſuch Books as Men publiſh, is ſuch a 
common Apology, that the World grows 
weary of it. If I ſhould ſay, that 1cri- 
bunt indocti doctique was an old Ob- 
ſervation ; ſo that it is no new thing 
for Men of ſmall Learning to write 
Books ; it might well be retorted, that 
the World hath ſuffered ſo much by 
ſuch Mens Writings, that it is pity they 
ſhould ſuffer any more by them. It will 
be but a poor Plea to ſay, that I haue 
written but little, and ſo ſhall put Men 


to the Expence of wery little Time or 


Money for the reading of it ; if the 
little which I have written may not pro- 
bably be of ſome Advantage to the 
World: But this, through the Bleſſin 
of God, I am not without hopes of. F 
one Sinner might hereby be converted 
from the Error of his Way, I ſhould ac- 


count 
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count it a happy Fruit, and abundant 
Kecompenſe of my well-intended Endea- 
. WH wours: But if the Diſobedient may not 
: be hereby turned to the Wiſdom of the 
Juſt, yet ] hope the Children of Wiſdow 
, / hereby be eftabliſhed and encouraged 
0 bold faſt their Integrity, and be fur- 
f niſbed with that, wheretvith they may 
p put to Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh 
4 Men. If the Ethiopians paint Angels 
„ Zach, and the Devils white, becauſe they 
are black themſelves, and pride them- 
ſelves in it as their Beauty; this makes 
not us to diſlike our own Complexion ; 
neither can they perſwade us to waſh our 
ſelves with Ink, that we may be like 
| them. If therefore ſome Men glory in 
their Shame, and account it their ho- 
nour to be like the Devil, or hate Holi- 
| xeſs, wherein Men do moſt reſemble God, 
and bear his Image; as it is ſaid of the 1 
Baſilisk, that its Enmity againſt Man 1 
i ſuch, that it will fly with Rage _ \ 1.8 
the Picture of a Man; let not this ve a 3 
Temptation to us to learn their Ways; 439 
let them return to us, let us not re- 2 
turn to them, Jer. xv. 19. F our Ad - 
verſary ſhould write à Book againſt us, 
83 > nn 
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vi The PREFACE 
(that I may allude to the Words of Job, 
_ xxxi. 35, &c.) if it be of Scorns 
and Reproaches, let us bind it to us as 
a Crown ; and ſay as David, 2 Sam. vi. 
21. I will yet be more Vile, if to obey 
God, and be like to him, be to be Vile: 
But if he will encounter us in good ear- 
_ weſt, with ſerious Arguments, let us go 
near to him as a Prince, and not pk 
having all the Reaſons. that can be drawn 
from the Authority of our Soveraigu 
Lord and Law giver, from our own In- 
tereſt, from Equity, Ingenuity and Gra- 
titude, on our fide. 1 | 
I ſhall not be very ſolicitous or in- 
duſtrious to decline or anticipate the 
Cenſures of others: I know it is ordina- 
rily ſuppoſed, that Men of no Name, that 
have not that real Worth which may 
make others take Notice of them, have 
that petty Deſign in publiſhing ſuch 
things as are more admired by themſelves 
than by any Body elſe, to get themſelves 
a Name, and to make themſelves and 
their own ſuppoſed Worth known to the 
World. Let Men think of me as they 
pleaſe ; I hope there is none ſhall think 
more meanly of me, than 1 do of my ſelf ; 
* 
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and I am ſuch an impartial Fudge of my 


own Labours, that I am ſo far from pro- 
jecting thereby for any Eſteem or Credit 
in the World. that I ſhould rather, if 
that were my Aim and Deſign, have held 
my Peace, which is the way for a Fool to 
be counted Wiſe, Prov. xvii. 28. 
One thing I would advertiſe the Read- 

er of, that this Treatiſe was written in 
another Nation, after ſome Tears Obſer- 
vations of the Lives and Manners of 
ſuch as in other Parts of the World pro- 
feſs Chriſtianity, both Papiſts aud Pro- 
teſtants, the manner of whoſe Conver- 
ſation I was then better acquainted with, 
than of thoſe of our own Nation : Which 
J hope may ſuffice to free me from all ſu- 
ſpicton of having any oblique Aſped upon 
particular Perſons, or any particular ſort 
of Men, or of calculating this Treatiſe on- 
ly for our own Meridian, and for our own 
Times. I know, were it in other Lau- 
guages, it might indifferently ſerve for 
any Place where the Goſpel hath been 
preached, and might have had its Uſe 
in the pureſt Times which have been 
fince the Chriſtian Name was known. 
That little I have ſeen of the World, 
| 4 will 
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viii The PRE FACE, Oc. 
will eafily keep me from judging, our own 

Nation the worſt of any Far th eſs Re- 
ligion, unleſs the Privileges which we 
enjoy above others, do raiſe our Guilt to 
a greater height: And I am not ſo un- 
acquainted with the Hiſtory of former 
Ages, as being ſurprized to cry out, 
O tempora! O mores! or to make 
that unwiſe Enquiry, Eccl. vii. 10.What 
is the Cauſe that the former Days 
were better than theſe ?' 7 confeſs I 
have ſometimes been in Paul's Caſe, 

Acts xvii. 16. when I have obſerved 
among ſt the Generality of Chriſtians in 
all Places, ſo much difference betwixt 

. Mens Principles and Practices, and ſo 
many profeſfng to know God, which in 
Works deny him; and this hath made 
me ſometimes expreſs my ſelf with the 
greater Paſſion and Vehemence, as know- 
ing the Terror of the Lord, and griev- 
ed to ſee the Miſery that ſo many, with- 
out Repentance, are haſtning to: For, 
tho I owe a ſpecial Lov to thoſe of the 
Houſbold of Faith, yet I profeſs my ſelf 
'a Citizen of the Unwerſt, and ſo haye 
a Charity and Compaſſion towards an 
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S. KC TIN I. | 
Whether there be any Atheiſts: What 
it is that leads Men to Atheiſm. 
Thoſe the worſt Atheiſts, that be. 
lieve there is a God, yet live as ix 
there were none; and account it 4 
mean thing to be awed by him. 


Spartan being invited to 
Al hear an Oration in 
P'! commendation of Her- 
cules, replied, Ecquis 
an vituperat? Doth 
IEA CHD IRE! | any Body ſpeak a- 
1 gainſt him? And 
ſome will think I might perituræ parcere 
chartæ, or, rather better employ precious 
irrevocable Hours, than in apologizing . 
for that which needs no Defence, and 
which there is ſuch a Reverence of ſo 
deeply implanted in every Man's Nature. 
But upon a nearer, Approach, and exa& 
Survey of Things, we ſhall find there 1s 
nothing in the World doth either need or 


deſerve a more ſerious Conſideration and 
3 Ju 


| 


oy 
= 
4 
1 
7 

« 

4 
11 
= 


— ORE 


 — — tl — 11 7*» A — wee 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


—— 1 


— 2 


— 
— a 
Woe Af © ——————_— — — — Liner tn ——ä ͤ ͤ Lr— — —L—— —— — 
— ve —— a : — 2 1 — 


10 Phe chief Intereſt of Man; or, 
juſt Defence. The Speculative Atheift is 
ſuch a Monſter, that many will hardly 
admit of ſuch a thing in nature: And it 
ſeems incredible to them, that any ſhould 
doubt of a Deity. Yet daily Experience 
and Obſervation refutes our more ratio- 
nal and retired Speculations, and hath 
put many learned Men to the Labour of 
proving that there is a God ; this being 
the urmoſt we are able in the Theory to 
make good, That there are none think that 
there is no God, but ſuch as for whom it were 
well if there were none: And theſe being 
judicially given up to be ſeduced by their 
own Luſts, firſt think it would be well 
for them if there were no God, finding 
his Commands croſſing their carnal Inte- 
reſts and corrupt Deſires ; thence they 
roceed to wiſh there were no God, and 
y degrees arrive at flat Atheiſm ; inor- 
dinate Paſſions converting Defire into 
Opinion, (as we eaſily believe that which 
we earneſtly deſire) that ſo having baf- 
fled their Judgments, and drawn them 
into the ſame confederacy with their 
Luſts, they may fin without their con- 
troul or contradiction, and avoid the 
Reproofs of their Conſciences, while 
they give up themſelyes freely to ſatisfy 
their vile Affections. His gradibus itur. 


I affirm, the Practical Atheift is yet a | 
er 
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A Difcourſe of RELIGION. II 
ſter than the Speculative Atheiſt : (As Mi- 
randula hath well obſerved) Ut is a wonder 
that any /bould doubt of the Truth of the Co- 
ſpel, after ſo many evident proofs of it; but 
a greater wonder that amy helivve it, 
and yet live as if it were not true. But 
take his own Words, wherein he doth ſo 
fully and elegantly expreſs himſelf, Ep. 1. 
ad Nepotem. Tenet mn (Deum teſtor] ali- 
quando ecſtaſis quafi, & ſtupor qui dam, cs 
mecum inci pio ſladia hominum, aut (ut dix - 
erim fignificatins) meras inſanias, neſcio an 
cogitare potius quam dolere, mirati an deplo- 
rare: magna enim-profetio inſania Evange- 
Tio non credere, cujus veritatem ſauguis Mar- 
tyrum clamat, Apoſtalica reſonant voces, pro- 
digia probant, ratio confirmat, mundns toſta- 
tur, elementa loquumur, demones con tiemar. 
Sed lounge major inſania, fi de Evangelii we- 
ritate von dubitas, viuert tamen qua de 
Falſitate ejus non dubitaret. How many 
Thouſands of Zealots have we that 
profeſs the Name of Chriſt, and preſume 
violently that they ſhall be ſaved by 
him! yet look into their Converſations, - 
and you would not believe their own 
Mouths, or imagine that they are feri- 
ouſly perſwaded that there: is a God, 
an Heaven, an Hell, a Judgment to 
come, wherein they ſhall be ſentenced: to 


their everlaſting Home. 
lays 11 | Nay; 


12 The chief Intereſt of Man or, 
Nay, hear O Heavens, and be aſto- 
niſhed, O Earth! hath any People dealt 
ſo with their Gods, which are yet no 
Gods, as Chriſtians deal with Chriſt ? 
Do Turks deal ſo with their Mahomer'? 
Do they ſcorn thoſe that are moſt careful 
to obſerve the Rules of his Alcoram / Are 
they aſhamed to be ſeen to have any re- 
ſpect to his Laws Yet II call Heaven and 
Earth to record againſt Chriſtians, that 
be that turns from his Wickedneſs, makes 
' himſelf a Prey; yea, as Salvian complain- 
ed o old, Mali efſe coguntuy, g viles ha» 
-beantur. De Gubernatione Dei, carr E5 
Nen are fain to turn Rebels opal | 
- Chriſt, and caſt off the Fear of his 
Commands, to free themſelves from the 
Scorn and Hatred of Chriſtians ; among 
whom he muſt go for a melancolick dull 
Sot, or a ſneaking Fool, and one that 
hath nothing of Generoſity, that dare not 
ſet his Mouth againſt Heaven, or deſie 
the Authority of his Maker; inſomuch, 
that he that cannot harden himſelf a- 
gainſt Scorn, ſhall be jeared out of Hea- 
ven; he ſhall forfeit the Reputation of 
his Breeding, that ſhall ſpeak a Word of 
the Scriptures; he ſhall. paſs for a ſilly 
Fellow, that will abandon the Pleaſures 
of Sin in hopes of an unſeen Glory; and 
he ſhall be accounted importunate or un- 
civil, that ſhall interrupt Mens carnal 
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Mirth, by caſting in the ingrateſul mein» 
tion of God or his Commands, and be 
thoughe unfit for the Company of Per- 
ſons of Quality or Breedigg Of old, 
they accounted'it the dum and Subſtance 
of Religion, 10 imitate him whom they wor- 
ſbipbed. Thoſe that adored mortal Deities 
(ſuch as Alexander' and 'Cafar) were am- 
bitious to imitate their Vet yea, ſome 
_ Emperors have been imitated by their 
flattering Courtiers in their Defcity and 
Deformities, The Holineſs of God is his 
Glory, and (of all his Attributes) pro- 
pounded to us for our Imitation ;; ſte 
1 Pet. i. 15. Exod//xv2 ν and compare 
Iſa. vi. 3. with John xii. 40. And yet 


how do Men glam in their Same while 


they are aſbamed of their Glory / Phil. iii. 
19. Jer. ii. 36. But that ſome are wiſer 
than to be ſo beſooled out of Heaven, 
Holineſs would be hiſſed out of the | | 
World. 0515 14 eee inc 5 Ez 1:00) 

How many thin ir a greater Reproach 
to callone a Saint, than a Drunkard, a 
Whoremonger, or whatever is Evil! 
When the Scripture makes this a Title f 
Honour, and that from whence they are 
ſo denominated abſolutely neceſſary to 
Salvation. Oilet not theſe things be told 
in Gath, or publiſhed in Aſcalon. Let not 
"Turks and Heathens'. hear ſuch things of 
Chriſtians. What God ao p 
„ | at . 
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What Saviour do we own? Are they 
like the Idols of the Heathens? who (as 
Tertullian (aid of old) Tam fruſtra coluntur, 
quam impuny laduntur ; are worſhipped in 
vain, and may be abuſe at our Þ Are. 
uit your ſelves like Men, awake your 
Reaſon, and conſider what I ſhall fay for 
God, and for his holy Laws, which are 
(as the Apoſtle ſaith) not only holy, bur 
guſt and good, Rom. vii. 12. ſo that (as 
hath been well obſerved by learned Men) 
if God had never commanded what he 
hath done, nor made any Tranſcript of 
the Eternal Law out of the Idea of his 
holy Nature; yet, what he hath. com- 
manded would have been beſt for Man- 
kind to obſerve. There is not only an 
Equity in them, but they are good natu- 
rally, as well as moralh, conducing to the 
Welfare of Mankind, the Good of the 
Univerſe; inſomuch, that if we had ſtood 
on even Ground with our Maker, and ca- 
pitulated with him on what Terms we 
would ſubmit our ſelves to him, and what 
Laas we would be obliged to obſerve, 
wee could not have made. Conditions 
more for our own Advantage: or if 
Chriſt ſhould wave his Authority which 
he hath over us to command us, (tho the 
Authority of the Superior is more to be 
regarded than the Advantage of the In- 
ferior) he might juſtly — Jus, as Rev. 


6 _ 6 \"7 Au tas n 2 1 55 9 i; R "oe D N » : "y * 
a ; 2 ba * LY * 11 * 9 IS 1 1 3 K. "WOT 
: i 


I Diſcowſeef RET 1 010. x5 
iii. 18. to obſerve his Precepts, as that 
which would be beſt for our ſelves; and 
if we had no reſpe& to his Soveraignty, 
yet regard to our own Welfare and Hap- 
pineſs might oblige us thereto. 
And having evinced the Equity of the 
Ways of „ and the Benefit Men have 
thereby, I hall endeavour to diſcover and 
remove the Cauſes of this Practical Athes + 
iſm that reigns ſo much in the World: 
and tho' I know, after all I can ſay, the 
Diſeaſe will deſpiſe any Remedy; yer let 
me tell all the profane Scorners of God- 
lineſs, till they can deprive themſelves of 
Reaſon, that is, become Beaſts, God and 
his Saints ſhall have a Witneſs in their 
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Breaſts againſt their own Souls. 
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The Equity 4 God 5 TTY. ES . 
(uhich is the fulfiling of the Law). 
founded on God's Goodneſs, Patience, 
Bounty. Fear (which with"that Ob. 
 ſervance that is the Effet of it, is the 
whole Duty of Man) founded on his 
Power and Wiſdom. Ratio rei, 5 
| * 7 it ſelf,, the' ground, of ſuch 
things as are of natural R 201. 75 8 
Soveraiguty the ground of 37 things , 
a4 are of poſitive Right 


1 Shall begin with the e of God's 

Commands, and ſhew how reaſona - 
bly he requires the Obſervance of them; 
his Nature moſt juſtly challenging, and 
the Excellency o nee Attributes xeally. 
meriting whatſoever his Law exacts as 
our Duty. Man hath (as the Moralifts” 
obſerve) but a Political Dominion over 

his Affections, not ſuch a Deſporical and 
abſolute Power as over his locomotive 
Faculty, and ſo over his outward A&i- 
ons ; ſo that he cannot love, and hate 
and fear, and deſire as he liſt. The 
Soul being a rational Agent, moveth it 
ſelf in reſpe& of all Objects, according 


to what it ſees - they of Good or Evil; 
| Which 


ane 


N 


worſe Tyranny: than that of the'Eyyprian. | i 


Strength, with our whole Soul; and this 
is in effect the keeping of his Commands," the 
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fore Arrogancy is one of the moſt con- 
temptible Vanities amongſt the Sous of 
Men; it being the moſt ridiculous thing 
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| in the World,” for Men to require of ok 


thers that Honour, Efteem, Reverence,, 4 
which they have no real Worth in then: 
ſelves to be a Foundation of. And it is 


Task- Maſters, which required Brick with. i 


out giving Straw. Fhey e BD: 


nor eſt in honorame, depending on the Will 
of the Giver; yet it muſt be radrcaly in A 
him that is honoured ; there muſt be 4 - 
Foundation laid by him, whereon ↄthers * 
muſt raiſe their Elleem of him. Where- i 
fore the Charge is given to Timorhy and 8 
Titus, That none ſhould deſpiſe them; that is 3 
they were to carry themſelves with that 
Gravity, Prudence, Integrity, that none 
might have Occaſion to think meanly ana 
contemptibly of them. Now there is in 
God a real Foundation for all thoſe Af. 
fections, which he requires of us as the, | | 4 
Principles of all our outward Actions, >, 1 
whereby they are formed and faſhionded. 
_ Firſt, God requires that we thould Jove | | * 
him with all our Might, wirh all our | 


fulfiling of his Law; Love being the Queen- 
Regent, the commanding Affection 1 the 
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there is nothing in the Creature attractive 


Man; or, . | 
Soul, the firſt Mover that ſets all on. 
Work (as Auſtin ſaith). Amor meus pondus. 


meum eo feror quocunque feror: Love is 170 


Byas which turus us where-ever we go. We 
may judge of the Power of this Affecti- 
on, by obſerving the Effects of it in our 
ſelves; where we do truly love, how care- 
ful are we to pleaſe ? how fearful to of- 
fend how deſirous to enjoy? how ambi- 
tious to ſerve? how unwearicd in ſerv- 
ing? how ready to run Hazards, to un- 
dergo Difficulties? What Sympathy is 


there of all Affections? What Jealouſy ?. 
So that God needs require no more of 


us; for if he have our Love, the reſt will 
follow. Now it were not beſceming the 
Majeſty of God to require this of us, 
were there not that in his Nature and his 
| Works that did juſtly deſerve it; but 


of our Love, which is not eminently in 


him: How great is his Goodneſs ! how great 
is his Beauty ! Zach. ix. 17. that is, thoſe 
Perfections of his Nature, which being 


found in the Creature infinitely below 
what they are in him, make it amiable 
_ to us. 

Goodneſs and Greatneſs, where they meet 

in Man, are very defirable and lovely z but 


FIR God is Optimus Maximus (as he is wont 


to be called) the greateſt and the beſt; not 


exceeding us more in his Greatwe/s, ten 
2 8 ” i 
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which we daily receive. from him, the 


in his Goodueſs; in his Glory, than in his 


Bounds did Peter ſet to his.Forbearance, 
when he asked if he ſhould forgive his 
Brother ſeven times ? What would ſoon. 
become of us, if the Forbearance of 
God were confined within ſuch nare 
row Limits? We indeed paſs by many . 
Offences in others, becauſe we know nor 
how to revenge them ; but God could 


every Moment, by a Word of his Mouth, 


an Act of his Will, let us know what it 
is to contemn his Authority. And let 
us but conſider the diſproportion be- 


tween God and Man, how — he 
is above him; and the Nature of God, 


how holy, and contrary to whatſoever 


is Evil; and we ſhall much more admire 
his Patience and Goodneſs. We can do 


good to our Fliends, we who are Evil; 


but to do good to Enemies, whom we 
have daily in our Power, and who ftill ' | 


continue their Enmity againſt us, is roo 
hard for us. God is good to Angeli that | 
never ſinned, patient only to Sinners. Let | 
us but recount the various Acts of his 
Providence towards us, conſider the daily 
Care which he hath of us, the Mercies . 


Evil he preſerveth us from ; what Offers 
he makes to us of an Eternal Glory with 
himſelf ; what Means he affords for ob» 

1 taining 


| 
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Grace, Micah vii. 18. What narrow 7 


20 The ebief Intereſt of Man; or, 
taining it; how long ſpace of 'Repen- 


_ tance he gives us; and we ſhall'find our 


Obligations to him to be infinitely be- 
yond what they are to Parents, Princes, 
Friends ; Diſloyalty and Ingratitude to 
whom is condemned, abhorred of all. 
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Further, the Fear of God is the whole 


Duty of Man, Eccleſ. xii. 13. that is, - 


ficienter, tho not formaliter ; for Where; 
ever it is, it doth bind the Soul to its 
Duty, Job xxviii. 28. Prov. i. 7. And I 
may ſay as much for this, as for the 


Love of God. Mcthinks it is Conde- 


ſcenſion in him, to argue the Matter as 


he doth with Sinners, Fey. v. 22. Mat. x. 
28. when he might let them run upon 
their own Ruine, and know by Experi- 
ence the Danger that they deſpiſe. We 

ſhould deride the Threatnings of ſome 


—— 9 


vain Boaſter, that ſhould go about to af- 


fright us with ſuch things as it were far 
above bis Power to effect but the Frown 


* 


of a Ceſir, an A/exander, might make us 


tremble. It is the moſt aſtoniſhing Mad» 


neſs and Folly in the World, for Men to 


account it Generoſity and Braveneſs of 
Spirit, not to be awed by the great 

ords of Scripture, to dare to fin, to 
take Courage againſt God like the Phili» 
ſtines, 1 Siam, iv. 9. and to account it 
Meanneſs of Spirir, to be affrighted with 
the. Threatnings of an inviſible . * ; 
ſs whole 


the Earth on nothing, and when ge 


commanding Reverence and a kind of 
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A Diſcourſeof RR IO oN. ax 
whoſe, Greatneſs we neither ſee nor feel, 1 
tho' it is our own Fault, we ſeeing it in 
Effect every Day. It is he that hangs . 


pleaſes makes it tremble ; ſends the San 
on his Errand wy: Day, orders the 3 
Hoſt of Heaven, making every Star keep 
its place; thundering with his Voice ſo as 
he can make the Emperors of the World 
run to hide themſelves ; ſetting Bounds to 1 
the raging Waves of the Sea, which they _ 
dare not paſs: and tho' he doth not e- 
very Day reveal his Wrath from Heaven 
againſt Sinnersgyet he hath told us, it 
is not becauſe e approves of their Ways, 
or knows not how to right himſelf; he 
uy ſtays till the Time of the Revelation 
of his righteous Judgment, and then he 
will pour out his Wrath like Fire, and 
make the ſtouteſt Sinners run (if it Were 
oſſible for them) under the Rocks and | |, | 
ountains to hide themſelyes froin his | ' 3 
Preſence, David and So/omon were bath | 
ſeared for their Mm and indeed, = 8 
IWiſdom doth make a Man's Face to ſhim, 


Veneration from others,. Now there is 
none to be compared to God for Wiſ⸗ 
dom; he is ſo wiſe, he cannot be de- 
ceived, cannot be mocked; he ſees 
through the moſt ſecret Deſigns of Men, 
and laughs them to Scorn; takes ho 
| | wile 


| 
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22 Thechief Intereſt of Man ; or, 

wiſe in their own Craftineſs ; males thoſe 
that dare tranſgreſs his ＋ pr whether 
they will or no, to fulfil his Purpeſe, o- 
ver-reaching them in their moſt cunnin 
Contrivances, making them ſerve his hol 
Ends when they leaſt intend it. Further, 
he requires that we ſhonld acknowledge 


him in all our Ways, owning him as our 


——_ in the Obſervance of his Precept, 
as our Preſerver, in depending on his Pro- 
wvideuce. And what more juſt and equal? 
when we had our Bein 


es, and are therefore ſent to the Ox and 
the Aſi to learn our Duty z it being he 
that gives us all things richly to enjoy, 


and hath not only Right and Authority to 


rom him, when 
we live and move in him, when we are 
daily maintained at his Coſt and Charg- 
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command us, but might have Power to 


Force us: ſo that if we will do any thing 


without his Leave, or moral Permiſſion, 
we cannot do it without his natural Pers 


miſſion, If we run away from his Ser 


vice, he can command the Sea to way» 


* (as in the Caſe of Jonah) and ſend 
a 


hale to fetch us back. If we would 


F 


4 


go out of the reach of his Rod, he can 


make it reach us where-eyer we 1 as 
t, 


the Iſraelitiet in their going to 


oiſterous Winds, the unruly Waves; the 


Angels, that excel in Might and Glory ; 


7 xliv. 16. In ſhort, he commands the 


r ere 


—. 
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the Devils, that are filled with Rage and 


Flies, the Lice, the Bears, the Lyons, the 
Ravens ; as the ſeveral Inſtances in holy 
Scripture ſhew. All theſe are at his Beck, 


and he ſends them at his Pleaſure. De- 


enerate Man only (for whom he hath 


ne more than for any of the Works of . 


his Hands, and whom he hath made es- 
pable of more Happineſs than the whole 
viſible .. caſts off the Authority 
of his Creator in thoſe things, wherein 
eſpecially it would be his Wiſdom to 


make a Yertue of Neceſſity for when Men 


will venture upon any thing without ask- 
ing God's leave, or taking his Counſel, 
he ſtands by and derides their Counſels; 
and tells them that he is wiſe alſo, and 
will bring Evil upon them, and not call 
back his 
done, none ſhall diſannul it ; when their 


Deſigns which they would undertake 


without him ſhall come to nothing, and 
they periſh in them, Iſa. xxxi. 2, Thus 
God will ſooner or later teach all, what 
it is to deſpiſe his Authority, or to di- 
ſpute his Commands. 1 a 

As for our outward Actions, (what I 


have already ſaid concerning our _ 
| na 


[ 
| 


Envy; the Sun, that as a Gyant runs his 
Race, and makes it ſtand ſtill at his Plea. 
ſure ; the Stars, whom he makes as his 

Hoſt to fight his Battles; the Frogs, the 


ord: What he ſaith ſhall be 


fuch, that he might juſtly try our Obedi-. 
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14 Thechief Intereſt of Many or, 


nal Affectlons, and thoſe Ads and Attri» 
butes of God whereon they are ground» 
ed, being ſuppoſed) tho they ſhould not 
be of any natural Right, or have any in- 
trinſiek Goodneſs in them, antecedently 
to any Command of God concerning 
them, (which yet doubtleſs ſome have, 
and are therefore commanded, becauſe 
good, as thoſe which are grounded on 
the Precepts of the Law of Nature) yet 
as we (ay of the Credenda, or the. Things 
which we are to believe, tho our finite 
Underſtandings be not able to compre- 
hend the Nature and Cauſes of ſome of 
them, yet we have reaſon enough to be- 
lieve them, becauſe they are ſpoken by 
him that cannot lye; ſo I may ſay of 
the Agenda of Religion, tho' they ſhould 
not be of natural Moral Right (which yet 
many of them are) 25 being command 
ed by him who is ſo wiſe and ſo good, 
to whom we have ſuch Obligations lx- 
ing upon us, and on whom we have ſuch 
an abſolute Dependance, we have all * 
reaſon in the World to do them, with» 
out murmuring or diſputing. « | 
And tho the Soveraignty of God is 


aA 


ence, and make us know our Og 
to him, by requiring of us ſuch things 0 
are merely of poſitive Right yet it id ovi» 


dent, that in what he hath required 105 
a 
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jath not ſtood much upon his Sovernignt 


and Authority, but hath commanded ſuch! 
hings as he mighe juſtify at an Impars 


\nd this will ſufficiently appevr by the | 


nſuing Diſcourſe. wo (OM, 
Tf 
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The Advantage which Men have. ty Re- 
 ligion, in reſpett of their phe bv: Sar 
| Honoun being both a Moral and a'Na-' 
tural Effe Hof Vertue au Holineſs. 
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Chriſtianity, an Argument of the Ex-, 


cellency of it, Shame 57 A5 Re- 
Holiueſi, or holy Mau, us Suche: 


HAT I have bicherrs nid, wit 
been ab aquo I ſhall now argue ab. 
tili, and ſhew what Advantages come 
o Mankind by a due Obſervance. of the 
Wer of the Goſpel ) whereby the Truth 

df the Apoſlle's anten ww, [1 . 

pear, that Godlineſt' ir profitable 10 all 
ing!, and 10 the chlef mere of the | 


orld. 
; pr And. 


h» 


tia! Bar, tho“ Man were un Independent 
reature, and ed. ordinate wit him 


The” Hypocriſy "of ſome that profeſs. 


ward of Sin, None dare ſpeak aint 


1 
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26 The chief Intereſt of Mun; ur, 
And firſt, let me conſider Man in his 
perſonal * e. and his ſeveral Intereſts 
in ſuch a Reſpect; and I will begin with 
that which is moſt extrinſſu to him, vir. 
his gend Name, wliich Solomon juſtly ſaith, 
is rather to be choſen than great Riches: and 
he adds a Reaſon of —_ Favour is 
better than Silver or Gold ; that is, the 
Effect of it; it commands a friendly Re- 
ſpect from all, and ſo entertains him 
where-cver he goes; it is his Harbinger 
to beſpeak him in all Places an honour 
able Reception; it is his Sorry, to vouch 
him in all his Dealings with others; ſo 
that there is nothing can more fweeten a 
Man's Life to him, and indeed nothing 
which generous Spirits do more eſteem. 
No greater Incentive toVertue among the 
 Heathens than Honour: ahd it is ordina - 
rily ſeen, that Men can mote eaſiſy bear 
the Loſs of Goods, than Diſgrace or 
Contempt; a Breach in their Eſtate, than 
a Wound in their Name, 

Now I will not here — of that Ho- 
nour, which aſter a ſew Days ſhall be put 
upon all godly Men, when they ſhall ap- 
pear with Chriſt in Glory, arid ſhine like 
the Sun in the Kingdom of cheir Father; 
while others ſhall be cloathed with pers 
perual Shame: Nor will Iſpesk bf Ho. 
nour, as it is a moral Effect of Godlineſs; 
God having promiſed to honour 1 that 

onour 
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zune. A nd he that gave thenſſecelites 
f2vour in the Eyes of the ERH, and 
malle them to e pi ird f them tt ca 
dom tay Captive! can give a Man . 
ſteem and Repute among others 

nut I chal} ſpeak*chiefly of Honcur, as 
ir is a vanaval Effect of Godlineſs: and it 
is worthy to be £66 fidered)/ att hat 
whichat View ſeem to reſſect diſho- 
nowrably upon Religion, and which mary 
— to the Repr bach of the Profeſſots 
of ir, doth, upon VſerigusWeighingibf the 
whole Matter, execedingly commend it, 
and argue. ſomet hing or more dun ord- 
nüry Worth dien arne the Hype 
. WA, eiche ts found among | 
slch plies, tharthere is (tfhethin 
irach fehl is ter gctive; that Men UU 
uſe n to counterfelt it, an 
ſeek by a feigned Shew of it>rothiinkete 
ehorkAven'anto che: Eſtrem / of nerd, 
hof god Opinidiiche mbſlcow- 
Adtrable!:1 NN We Ve N We H/ 
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ſeſſion of Godlineſs, doth nor-preſently 
deſerve the Honour and Reſpect of 4 
godly Man, becauſe there are many Hy- 
pocrites; yet it is an Argument of the 
greater Worth of ſuch: as are godly it 
deed. Pearls and Diamonds are oftner 
xuntetfeited: than thoſe Thingett hat are 
of mean Value. Mhat is chere that be- 
gets au higher Eſteem among Men, chan 
that Humility, Meeknefs,.> Goodneſs, Charety, 
Fuſtice, which-:the;,Goſptl requires and 
uhich every true Chriſtian in ſome Maar 
ſure hath? It makes a Man (as was ſaid 
of TLeſogfan) he Darling of: Mankind, and 
makes his Memory blefleder What / is che 
ardinary Character, which:yon: (hall 
of use Man? Hemwgsn good MAN 
Huiet Manz you: might. have put you 
Lite in his Hand, his Word wasavigend 
a his Bond. 524% nge „d gs) 
And ho weren the, evil cheatꝭ Mey 
3 of: E lee n, mg 
by: a ea eee lente 
ichn gps jp: thi: greateſt: Kahr ze 9035 
World (in bene Heeg) ag they Ju 
theirwickæd i Ways by then on Practice 


1 wer ſhatl.obſerve thtgugb. bei d 
Fare eee 568 ON 
E is ages f Pravii . r 


And ãndeed there hen hem e made 


Funch: She Rewerd of erna 10 z 
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pable of it. Pride is that which all ab- 
hor ; Swearing and Blaſpheming are ſuch Sins 
as none gain by, and therefore will com- 
mend no Man for: Drunkenneſs diſcoyers 
ſo much of 4 Man's. Weakneſs, that it 
makes 2 obnoxious — every — 
ity or ſcorn: Lying, Iujuſtice, Oppreſſion, 
— other Sins againſt the cen Tale, 
being immediately againſt our Neighboar, 
and ſo prejudicial to the Intereſt of Man- 
kind, cannot purchaſe any Man w Ho- 
nour or Eſteem: And tho' it is true, "as 
T have before complained, that.a godly 
| Man is expoſed to Scorn and Reproach ; 
yet, firſt, it is of ſuch whoſe Reptoaches- 
we may glory in, and bind to us às a 
Crown. What was ſaid of Nero, is true 
of them, that it is likely to be ſomething 
that is good, which they ſpeak againſt ; 
yea, commonly ſuch, before they die, ju- 
ſtify thoſe whom they reproached ; and 
when they grow wiſer, come to be of 
their Mind: When they come to lie on 
their ſick Beds, and to be convinced by 
Senſe and Experience, of what they would 
not believe, or at leaſt eonſider beſore, 


ö reer 0 ere eee ee 


0 that there is a Vanity in every Creature, that 
* they muſt die, and that their former Pleaſure 
1 will yield them no Comfort at ſuch an Hour : 
e chen they reproach themſelves more than 
4 formerly they reproached others; then 
„they find that they were the Fools for de- 
le B 3 ſpiſing 
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30 The chief Intereſt of Mau; or, 
ſpiſing Inſtruction, and wiſh now th 
were in the Loi: of thoſe whom they de. 
ſpiſed.! - . 1; 
And, which is yet more Wbt te 
Godlineſs doth command ſuch an Eſteem 
from all, that none dare ſpeak againſt it; 
and you fhall hardly hear any godly Man 
reproached as ſuch; as the Jews. —_— 

not own that they loned * 3 ar vr 
Vork, but for Blaſphemy 


Men reproach others, ens — not by 


any Means acknowledge that it is for 
Goalinefs, but for Nel, for Hypo: 
criſy ; for being too nice and ſuperſtiti. 
ous, doing more than God requires; for 
Covetouſneſs, or ſuch like Sins: ſo-thaty 
by their own Confeſſion, Sincerity, ob- 
ſerving what God hath commande Chas 
rity, &c. are good and commendable 
and ſo they are condemned out of their 
own Mauths. Let Sin feek Excuſes and 
Subterfuges; Vertue (as Truth) rar 
C e, knows 10 Same. 
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8 E CT. IV. 


How much Godlineſs conduceth to the 


preſerving and increaſe of Mens E- 
ſtates, which Sin doth, lite a Canter 
wrſte and conſume. An Illuſtration 
of Jer. xvii, 1 1. aud Hoſea ix. Ir. 
OPjectious anſwered, which Men make 
from that Juſtice and Charity which 
Religion obliges Men to, and. from 
thoſe Expences and Loſſes which it 


niece and daily Obſervation. © © 


FHH E next Intereſt of Man in his per- 
ſonal! Capacity which I ſhall conſt- 
der, is the Furniture of this Life for bear- 
ing his Charges in his Pilgrimage, while 
he is on his way towards his long Home. 
And tho' Riches (by reaſon of the Abuſe 
of them) ſometimes ſeem to be under- 


valued both by God and Man, in the 


Scripture and other Writings,yet in them- 
ſelves they are uſeful and deſirable. And 
if we ſhould underſtand theſe rhings ab- 


folutely and fimply, which are ſpoken of 
them but in a certain Reſpett, and ſecun- 


dum quid, (as they ſpeak) it might rather / 
be ſaid, The Curſe of the Lord makes 
rich than his _— hereby a Man 

4 is 


Expoſes them to, as alſo. from Expe+ 
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is capable of doing Good to others ; 
and our Saviour hath pronounced it more 
bleſſed to Give than to Receive: He is 
able to command his own Affairs; he is 
freed from the Temprations' of Poverty 
to a ſinful Flattery and pleaſing of Men, 
incroaching upon God's Time or Mens 
Eſtates ; from diſtracting Cares about the 
Neceſlaries of this Life: They are a De- 
ferice to him, not only in. his own Con- 


ceit, but really lifting him up, that the 


Foot of Contempt may not trampſe up- 
on him; and that whatever is Praiſe- 


worthy in him, may be more conſpieu- 
ous to others; which is little taken No- 


tice of in the Poor, whoſe Wiſdom, yea, 
all other Graces and Vertues ate deſpi- 
ſed. Now as the Race is not to the Swift, 
nor the Battle to the Strong ; ſo neither are 
Riches always to the Diligent, or Indu- 
ſtrious, or Wiſe, but to thoſe whom God 
favours with his Bleſſing. Godlineſs hath 
the Promiſe both of this Life, and that ta 
come ; tho' God hath not abſolutely pro- 
miſed Abundance or Superfluities, Ne- 
ceſſaries he hath ; ſo that tho' the Lyons 
(whereby we may, according to the Lan- 
guage of Scripture, underſtand thoſe who 
have both Cruelty and Power to oppreſs 
others) may lack and ſuffer Hunger ; thoſe 
that fear the. Lord ſhall want no good thing. 
Again, Godlineſs may be W 

; the 
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the moral Cauſes of Riches, Do but con- 
ſider what diligence the Goſpel requires 
in our particular Callings; and though 
(according to what I lately ſaid) this is 
not the only or ſolitary Cauſe: of Richer, | 
yet it is a means which God doth ordi- 
narily bleſs. Do but farther conſider 
what Sobriety and Moderation is requi- 
red in Meat, Drink, Apparel, and we 
ſhall eaſily conceive how much it doth 
tend to the Increaſe of Mens Subſtance, 
and ſtopping up thoſe Chinks and Cran- 
nies, at which other Mens Eſtates do run 
out. On the other Hand, we ſhall find 
many Sins, both Meral and Natural . 
Cauſes of decays in Mens Eſtates, It ig 
true, all Sin doth make Men obnoxious ta 
the Curſe; but there are many Sins which 3 
derive a Curſe upon Men, which in a4 
ſpecial Manner (like the Ruſt.) devours 
their Riches ; , particularly Oppreſ*on, and 
Injuſtice: the Prophet 80 xvli. LI, ele- 
antly ſhews how the Deſigns of Men for 
etting up themſelves, thereby prove abor- 
tive: As the Partridge fitteth upon Eggs and 
hatcheth them not, ſo he t at getteth Riches .- 
and not by right, _ ſhall leave them in the \ if 
wid? of bs Days, and in the End, Bll Te, 
Some Birds Men take care of, 18 5 
cure them againſt Injuries and Vio len 


tas cholc that are Tame; others there Ar 
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34 Thechief Intereft of Man; or, 
whoſe uſeleſneſs makes them neglected of 
all, and ſo is their Security; others there 
are, able to reſiſt the Violence of the 
Birds of Prey; the Partridge is none of 
theſe, and ſo is moſt likely of all others 
to miſcarry, and prove a Prey to Vio- 
lence : So the unjuſt Oppreſſor may in- 
deed gather Riches, but he: ſhall ſoon 
leave them; Himel is like the Graft, but 
his Glory is like the Flower of the Grass 
(which oft falls off while the Stalk ſtands) 
and he ſhall out: live his Glory: Some 
Mens Glory flies 4 from the Conrep- 
tion, others from the bm, others from 
the Birth, Hoſen ix. 11. ſome Mens de- 
 fpns fail while they ate projecting and 
contriving them; others while they are 
travelling with them, or labouring to ef- 
fect them, they falle in their uns; othets 
when they have jaſt attained them, and 
arrived at their End, as the Rich Man; 
but when he ſhould ſolace himſelf in the 
Enjoyment of them, they ſhall' be taten 
away like the Corn and the Wine in the 
Harveſt or Vintage, and in his end he 
ſhall be a Fool, that is, according to the 
Language of the Scripture (wherein Words 


of Exiſtence are put ſometimes only for 


Appearance and Manifeſtation) he' ſhall 
appear to be a Fool, tflough formerly he 
ſeemed to be of the Wiſe of the World, 
char knew how to. get moſt for himſelf 
„ a k in 
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it the ſeuffle of the World, wherein al- 
moſt every one ſerambles to ger as much 
as he can to himfelf, to make his o n 
Heap biggeſt ; but incteaſing that which 
is not Bis owt, Heb. ii. 6. but of tight be- 
longs to others, he proves like the Dog 
in the Fable; that not content with whar 
he had, but catching at mote, loſt all. 
So Adultery (through the Curſe of God) 
is a devouring Fire, that conſumes and 
waſtes a Man's Subſtance. So the Co- 
vetous unmeteiful Man unfolds that Rid- 
dle, Prov. xi. 24. he 3 by gathering, 
whiles he retains his Riches, when Gou 
requires them for the Relief of the Poor; © 
or by his Extortion 4nd Oppreſſiovn 
ſqueezeth ont the Sweat, yea, it may be 
the Blood of the Poor: What is ſo either 
gotten or kept; proves a Canker to his 


TT @ ment - 


ny Sins, which ate the natural Caiiſts of 


only to the genuine natural Effects of 
their Sin, they would ſoon fade in their 
ways, as the Apoſtle ſaith, James i. 11. 
by means of & whotiſh Hoktan, u Man is 
brought to a morſel / Bread ; het Words 
are ſo enſnäring, he is loft chat is brice 
7 with them, and it is 4 fad gh 
fuch 4 ofie is abatidoh'd of God., So the 
utmercifal Man and the Oppretior ex- 
poſeth himſelf to the Curſes of rhe Poor, 

| Wo 
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Eſtate; to devour it. Yea, there are n. 
overty ; and if God ſhould leave Men 
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yea, to their Rage and Violence, if ever 
they have the Opportunity of a po ular 
Tumult. So, how doth Pride (like Ruſl) 
eat 4 Mens Silver and Gold! Drouz i- 
neſt cloaths a Man with Rags: ſo Ulutto- 
ny and Drunkenneſs feed upon Mens E- 
ſtates, till they have devoured them. En- 
vy and Malice beget Contentions and 
varrels, which caſt Men into chargea- 
ble Law ſuits. If Men would in their 
Books of Accompts allow ſome Pages 
for. their Luſts, and ſet down what they 
ſpend on them, more than what Nature, 
Reaſon, Religion require; and write, ſo 
much laid out at ſuch à time for Pride, 
ſo much at another time for Pleaſure and 


Voluptuouſneſs, ſo. much for Exvy in 2 


Law ſuit to vex ſuch. a one, ſo much fot 
Entertainments, Buildings, Gardens, Fe- 
ſtivals, Pomp of Funerals, (I ſpeak not 
againſt a Decorum and Moderation inſuch 
things, anſwerable to a Man's Rank and 
. Eſtate, but only. againſt the Superfluity 
and Exceſs in theſe things, which Mens 
own Conſciences-will.tell them Ambition 
and Vain-glory put them upon) let them 
{er down ſo much /ucrum ceſſans, from I: 
dleneſs and Negligence in their. particu- 
lar Callings ; and they ſhall. find ſuch a 
Retinue of Luſts (which Religion would 
make them. ſhake off and abandon ) as 
chargeable as. a train of Lernt, though 
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the old Complaint ſhould be true, Quo: * 
ſervi, tee Rs, t e t = 
Notwithſtanding. all that I have ſaid, * 4 
many have ſuch a prejudice againſt Re- | 
ligion, that they think if a Man begin 
ſeriouſly to addict himſelf thereto, it ſoon 
ſpoils his thriving in the World. As fit,. 
it is obſerved by many, that it takes up 
much of Mens time; and many, as ſoon 
as they begin to be ſo ſtrict in matters of 
Religion, neglect their particular Callings. 
To this I anſwer, God is but little be- 
holden to Men that complain that his 
Service takes up too much of their time. 
There are none in the World amongſt | 
the devout Orders, that conſecrate their » 
time more entirely to God, than Thou» 

ſands do to the Devil and their own Luſts: 
Yea, how few are there that do allor 
more time to Pride, in adorning theme 
ſelves; to Pleaſure, in vain Sports and 
Recreations z to idle Diſcourſe, to fruit · 7 
leſs Viſits, to ſuperfluous Sleep and Eaſe, ) 1 wa 
than God requires to be ſpent ſolely in 1 
his Service? He allows us time enough 14 
for our private Aﬀaits and particular 
Callings. God Þ not, ſerved only in 


* 


- 


Prayer and Reading, and hearing his ' 
Word, but in tfe Works of our ordina» 4 
ry Callings, Col. iii. 23. What is there t 


| „ is ers alſo 
in their ſeveral. Stations, while they he 
* 


ſaid of Servants, is true of oth 
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38 The chief Intereſt of Man; or, 
ly attend their ſwful Vocations. It is 
true, ſome Chriſtians may not have Pru- 
dence to ſhare their time 15 beewixt 
their general and particular Callings ; but 
ſuch are ofdinarity obſerved to be young 
Converts (as they are called) chat is, fue 
as have had but late Acquaimaiice with 
the Power and Practice of Godlineſs; 
and fometfiing is to be indulged to theſe, 
who- at firft Converfion many times find 
fo much deligite and ſweetneſs in Exer- 
cifes of Religion, that they know not 
ho to leave them off. We know unde 
the Law, he that had married a Wi 
was difpenſed with the firſt Yeat to ſtay 
at home and folace himſelf with hey, 
and not fotced to go ont to War. 
Some again are ready to complain of 
the Charge of Charity which Religion 
doth oblige a Man to. To ſach 1 anfwer, 
Nature it felf doth bind a Man to the 
| fame Charity, char Chtiſtianity binds 
him to; only Chriſtianity dite us 
to right Principles and Ends in ſuch A. 
tions, makes them turn to our good Ace. 
count. So that Chriftiag Charity is the beſt 
Jury; God gives us Bond for Payment, 
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ov. xix. 17. and he. is a good Pay-Mas Wl ;; 

fer. If a Man would lay up ſomewhat Bll z;, 

againſt am evil Day; he cannot put it into 5. 
berter Hands, Eccleſ. xi. 2. If che worſt 


come, and the hand of Violence HT 
: eize 
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 Difronrſs of RELIGION. 39 
feize on his Eſtate, yet he may ſay with 
him in Seneca, I have m ſtili which I bros 
given away. Yea, a Man of meer Huma- 
nity and Generofity, catmot bur have | 
ſuch a Sympathy wir orhers in their Surf- 
ferings, that in relieving them, ke re lie ges 
himſelf; as Ali xander when Hurjur ſent 
2 Compfiment to him by ſis Kmbaffa. 
dors for his Civility to his Wife, Mo- 
ther, Daughters, whom lie had taken 
Captives, retirned hint Anſwer; that i: 
was in vain t Complement witty an Enemy ; 
and the Pavonr be Bad'/fietwe to them, was 
not fo much ont of Aﬀettion to him, as to ſa. 
ti hiv own Nattre, which could not inſult 
over the M.ſery of others. © 
For the Charge of the Seryſces of God, 
let Shame for ever cfoarti them dt 4 Gar- 
ment, that complain of it. Ler 4 Hea- 
then, an Alexander, condemi them, wh 
when Leonidas re proved him for 7 
ſo much Incenſe in Sacrifice to his Gods, 
and told him he right do that when he 
had taken the Coumtriev from whence it 
came; having taken them, ſence him In- 
cenſe in Aburidarice; and ſent Wins Word, 
that for the Furnve bs foonld 2792 + 
in his Offerings io bis Gods, for he Bad found 
be Experience, that what was He to hein, 
they paid with Uſury. And farther; our 
Expence now under the Goſpel Adu the * 
Service of God, is flotning te What it 
5 was 


* 
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was formerly under the Law. What I 
ſaid before in Reſpe& of Time, I may 


not) ſo as Men are more ſenſible 6f, 


811 


N ks 


ſay here in Reſpe& of Eſtate: What Men 


or upon religious Uſes, and Works of 


harity, is not comparable to what Men 
ſpend upon their Luſts. And whoſoe- 
ver call themſelves Chriſtians,. ſhould diſ- 
dain that any ſhould be. more free in the 
Service of the Devil, than they are in the 
Service of Chriſt. Neither is it Chriſti- 
an Charity, but blind Zeal and Superſti- 
on, that makes Men-give away their E- 
ſtates (as is ordinary. amongſt the Papiſts) 


to maintain others in eaſe and idleneſs, 


under a Pretence of devoting themſelves 
to religions Exerciſes, and the Imitation 
of I know not what pretended Saints. 

Others are not aſhamed to complain 
of that Juſtice and Equity that Religion 
doth oblige a Man to obſerve in his Com- 
merce. with. others, as hindering their. 
thriving in the World But I have ſaid; 
enough already of the Curſe that follows 
Injuſt ice and Oppreſſion, to ſhew how 
vain this Objection is, beſides the Pu- 
niſhment inflicted by Man for theſe Sins, 
which are the more odious to Men, be- 
cauſe they are againſt our Neighbour 
immediately, (as many other Sins are 


them, and as much as they can, ayojd- 
having any thing to do with ſuch 25 18 
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I Wc:ic and unjuſt in their Dealings with o- 

* thers. ai 34 

1 Some object farther the Sufferings whieh 

f Religion expoſeth a Man oftentimes. co 

n BW But to this I may anſwer, as to the for- 

mer, Men ordinarily fufter more for Sin. 

- WH The Devil hath had more Maryrs than 

2 Chriſt in moſt Ages of the: World; that is, 

e more have ſuffered for doing the Devil's 

Works, and fulfilling: his Luſts, chan for 

the Service of Chriſt. How many a, 

there that ſuffer Impriſonment, Banith-! 

ment, Loſs of Goods, yea, of Life, for: + 

5 Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Murther, Adulte-' or 

ry, Sedition and other Sins? And I have 9 

n oft thought it might be great Comſore 
to one impriſoned for the Cauſe of Reli-- k 

1 gion, for Chriſt's ſake, to think he might * if 

n have ſuffered the ſame for © his Sin, 


if he had been left to his Lufts as others; 
or for his Miſery, for Debt and Povertys 4 
whereas now he ſuffers the ordinary Lot 
of Mankind, in ſuch a Cauſe, on ſuch an + 
Occalion, as it ſhall prove his greateſt =_ 
Advantage, God rewarding ſo bounti- 1 
fully, whatever a Man undergoes for his 1-8 
Sake, both with preſenc ſpiritual Com- i Bi 
forts, and future everlaſting Glory. _ + 
Laſtly, Experience may be objected a- 
gainſt all that I-have ſaid, it being ob- 
erved, that the Followers of Chriſt have 
be leaſt ſhare ordinatily in the things _ 


42. ue chief Tutereft of Man; or, 
the World. Rat I: anſwer to this, It is 
not becauſe Religion is any way prejudi- 
cial to Mens worldly Eſtates, but becauſe 
God in his free and wiſe Providence doth 
for the moſt part chooſe the Poor of the 
Watld to be ha Heirs: of bis Kingdom, 
hoth that he may confound: the Wiſdem 
af — 3 2 of ew. Glo- Wl... 
ry, C contr to Mens 1 | 

t 204 Choig ; and alſg N - 
ut: of: his Bounty fie: is pleaſed to give 90 
many à Portion in this Liſe, to whom: he 
intends: none hereafter. Farther, howe» 
ver God doth: not many times give his! if 
Children Superfluitics, he ordinarily pro- 
vides: for their Neceſſities: and many 
may make David's: Obſervation, that hy I. 
have not ſeen: the Righteous forſalen, nor lat 
Seed begging their Bread. Bea, 1 may add, 
as: Eſal. xxxvii. 6. 4 kietle that a righteous 
Man hath, is better than great Treaſures. of 
many wicked; becauſe he is ſatisfied with 
what he bath: | 

The Vanity of the Creature — 
from the Vanity of Mens Minds: When 
Men will make the Cteature their chief 
Happincſs, they mult needs find it Vanity 
and Vexation: of Spirit,. becauſe it dath 
not anſwer their Expectations from it; 
they looking for more from it, than ever 
God put in it. But a godly Man having 
ſomething elſe for his chief Good, which 

is 
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s ſafficient'to filb'his molt en] De- 
ires, and to anſwer the highefÞExpe&a- 
jons that heican have from it, he xx va 
ſe of the Creatmre'only for the end to 
hich God hath: appointed ir, to ſupply: 
his bodily Necefficies; to be a Va um in 
his his Pilgrimage towards Heaven ; 
which end it is fuſſfctent to anſwer; ſo- 
that there is none can tejoyee and rake 
Pleaſare in de Creature more chun the 


godly. Men. n 


— — 
8 ex: v. 
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[The Influore which Retighw bebe ene 
aulies; hom far: it 25 


upont aur: B 

ceth to our Health. Difeafes ef 
Body Tet proceed fromthe Dif- 
fempers o Svul : That * 
rance, gener in our Calli 

and Muderation of our Paſſiqgs, #1 
the Geſpel requires and. twachr's,- is 


tue beſt Remedy againſt them. 


T HE next Intereſt of Man. whiels l 
ſhall ſpeak of, doth yet more near- 

ly concern e and that is Healthy 

J which is not only, 2s one calls it, rhe” 
Paradiſo of all fenſual Pleaſures, — 
they 
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44 7e chief Intereſt of Man; or, 
they grow and flouriſh ; but the Sal 
that ſeaſons all our worldly Comforts, 
without which we can find very little 
Savour io them; yea, are not only inca- 
pable of enjoying all other Things, but 
of enjoy ing our ſelves; yea, the want of 
it makes us as unable to do good, as to 
enjoy good, but only as we may be Ex- 
amples of Faith and Patience to others. 
Now though Religion chiefly concerns 
the Soul, and ſeems to have little Infli» 
ence on Mens Bodies, yet I will conft- 
dently affirm (what may ſeem a Paradox 
to many) that the Precepts of Chriſt well 
obſerved, would free as many from Dil- 
eaſes, as his Miracles; they would pre- 
vent as many Diſeaſe cas his Miracles cur- 
ed. How many are there whoſe Bodies are 
filled with the Sins of their Souls, which 
they have tired and worn out in the der- 
vice of their inſatiable Luſts ! which are 
like furious Riders, that tire out th 
Beaſts they ride on, before they be tired 
themfelyes. Though Men are hot pre- 
ſently ſenſible of decays in their Health 
by Riot, Drunkenneſs, and ſuch like Sins; 
they lay in daily the Seeds of thoſe Diſ- 
eaſes which many groan under in theit old 
Age, though others feel them ſooner. 
We ordinarily ſay, that Exceſs kills mort 
than the Sword By Exceſs, we are not 
only to underſtand eating and drinking 
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at God's Rigbt Hand, which-a; holy: Life 
leads to, will falbufterwards:nider Con- 
ſideration. And as for thoſe bodily Plans 
res, which in this Place are chitfly in- 
ended, Religion doth bet at all forbid 
hem, nor deprive a Man of them; and 
jt is an unjoſt Calumay of ſome, that 
God hath put Inclinat ons into Mens Na. 
ure to ſuch things as he Hath forbidden 
him, and that this is the emef Cauſe of 
ſo much Sin in the World: Hut theſe Men 
know not what Spirit they are of. It 
ras the Suggeſtion of che Dxvii to Man 
in Paradife, that Gd (as If he Hud en- 
ried Man's Happineſe) ud laid teſHaidt 
on them, ko krep them from that whith' 
as the Devi would perſaade then )'he' 
new might better their Condition, ant 
advance them tò an'Equatity WH him 
elf; as if it had been a fmall Matter, 
hat he had allowed them ſuch a Eibemty 
o enjoy all this Pfeaſutxs of Paratliſe, and 
> eat of ee ede Gerdes. f 
hat in the midſt af che Garde. Rut 
hey received à juſt Ræcompenſe, for be. 
eving the Devil rather than God: R 
he ſame Spirit, Which'Yow Petſagues' 
Men that God With Ueaft HH) with us 
o interdid ds the Enjopitent bf ther! 
vhereſn we might Rich Plethitewnd: 
Satisfaction ; whereas - He Hat \Parhet! 
manifeſted his Goodneſs to Man, in _ 
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he hath{put into him ſuch 1nclinations, 
as he may take Pleaſure in thoſe Things 
which are neceſſary for the Propagation ol 
the Species, or for the Conſervation - of 
the Individual of Mankind: and he doth 
not forbid our Pleaſure in theſe, but on- 
ly forbids Gluttom and: Drunkenneſs, which 
is Exceſs in the Uſe of Meats and Drinks; 
and Adultery, which is the miſplacing of 
thoſe Deſires which, he bath provided for 
the Satisfaction of without Sin : And we 
have no cauſe to complain of God's 
bounding of us in theſe Things, but ra- 
ther wonder that there ſhould be any need 
of any Laws to forbid ſuch Irregularities 
therein; as we ſhould wonder that any 
ſhould make Laws ſtrictly to forbid Men 
to burn their own Houſes, to cut their re 
own Fleſh, to drink Poyſon; if we 
conſider the Miſchiefs that enſue. u 
our, exceeding the Limits which God Hack 10 
ſet us in theſe things, in impairing our 
lealth, waſting our Eſtates, ſtaining our 
N ng Diſcords ip Families, 
depriving. us of Reaſon, and turning us 
into Broges; expoſing us ſometimes to 
Man's. Rog, ſometimes to the Penalt wh 
of, Humane'Laws, In ſhort, God hat | 
not only provided t for the Supply of our Ne. 

Nee ſilos, but "—_ Delight and whe 
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Secondly, Religion allows a Man to 
enjoy and take Comfort in theſe Things 
hich God hath given us, Eccleſ. ii. 24, 
25, 26. v. 18. ix. 7, 8, 9. Yea, requires 
ve ſhould rejoice in them, Deut. x11. 7. 
x11. 18. chap. xiv. 26. chap. xvi. 11, 14, 
hap. xxvi. II. N 
Thirdly, There is none can take more 
Pleaſure in theſe things than a Chriſtian: 
rccleſ. ii. 25. Solomon might haſten as 
uch as any to ſuch Pleaſure, not ſo 
uch as he was a King, and had all 
hings in abundance; but as he was a 
ood Man, and in the Favour of God, 
ccleſ. ix. 7. But this I have elſewhere 
ouched, Sr r. IV. and SE r. VIII. 
If any account it hard to be reſtrained 
rom unnatural Pleaſures, I may ſay as 
*aſh of Baal, Judges vi. 31. Will you plead 
for theſe ? He that will plead for thele, let 
um preſently be put to Death. He that can- 
not content himſelf with moderate Plea- 
rei, without Exceſs, let him go and learn 
df brute Beaſts, that will not eat and 
drink to Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, He 
that cannot ſatisfy himſelf, unleſs he may 
wholly proſtitute himſelf to Pleaſure, and 
ſpend his whole Time therein; as if he 
were put into the World, as the Levia- 
thau into the Sea, to play therein, Pſal. 
clv, 26, let him learn of a Heathen, who 
would ſay, He is not worthy the Name of a 
5 Gb 7 Mans 
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Man, that would ſpend a whole Day in Plea- 
ſure. So that Religion peſtrains us no 
more in the uſe of Pleaſures, than Na- 
ture, Reaſon, or our own Intereſt re- 
ſtrains us; but rather teacheth us how 
we may enjoy them more pure and re- 
fined, without any Sting of Guilt, or 
Check of Conſcience, which may allay 
the Sweetneſs of them. 


8 . N. 


The Advantage which we have by Reli. 

ton in el of our Souls. Firſt, In 

| being thereby reſtored to the Image 

of God, and that ſpiritual Beauty 
which hath been defaced by Sin. 


z Now come yet nearer to our ſelves, to 
that Divine part whereby we hold 
Intelligence with the upper World, have 
our Converſation in Heaven, with God 
and Angels; to theſe, our Bodies are but 


as a Box, a Caſe to a precious Jewel : 


and the Advantages which I have hither- 
to ſpoken of, are not worthy to be com- 
pared with theſe that Godlineſs brings to 
the Soul. And I will firſt ſpeak of what 
a godly Man hath thereby in Enjoyment 
and Poſſeſſion, then of what he hath in 
Hepes and Rever/ion. And 
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And I will begin with the Reſtoration 
of Man to the Condition from which he 
fell, or the renewing of the [mage of God in bim. 
To have ſeen that great Monarch, Dan. iv, 
in the greateſt Glory, priding himſelf in 
his Majeſty ; and after to have ſeen him 
not only diveſted of his Glory, degra- 
ded from his Dignity, but deprived of 
his Reaſon, and 33 on the Manners 
of Beaſts of the Field, and converling a- 
mong them, would have moved a Man's 
Compaſſion ; tho' he, it is likely, was no 
more ſenſible of his own Unhappineſs, 
(being bereaved of Humanity) than thoſe 
in the Fable, that being by the Enchant» 
ments of Circe turned into Beaſts, diſ- 
ge dained the Offer of Uly/es to have them 
ty reſtored to their former Shape; being 
debaſed in their Souls, as well as meta» 
morphoſed in their Bodies, and ſo not 
underſtanding the Felicity of the Ratio- 
dal Life; but ſuch were the more to be 
pitied, by how much the leſs they could 
pity themſelves. This is the Condition 


p ot Mankind. We are all of a good 
: Houle, well deſcended, of a noble Stock, 
and Divine Original; but are fallen into 
1. Decay, have loſt the Luſtre of that Fa- 
o mily from which we came, (being the 
Off. ſpring of God) and we are become 
„e the Beaſts which periſh, Plal. xlix. 21. 
so ſome underſtand that Place, Man be- 
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ing in Honour continueth not; ſoon fell from 
his Eſtate of Dignity and Happineſs, and 
became brutiſh in his Knowledge and Af. 
fections. Satan, that old Magician, by 
his Enchantments, hath bewitched ug 
from that wherein we were at firſt crea- 
ted, into the Form of Beaſts ; ſo that 
Men are become Lions, for Rage, Ctu- 
elty, Oppreſſion ; Foxes, for Subtilty in ne 
© Evil; Swine, for Filthineſs and Unclean (. 
neſs; Dogs, for Envy and Malice; 
Wolves, for Rapine ; yea, as the wild 
Aſſes Colt, tor Folly and Stupidity. The 
Scripture accounts it neither Incivility 
nor Calumny, to deſcribe Men by ſuch 
Compellations. Now it is only true 
Godlineſs, and that Regeneration, (which 
miſerable Man doth as little underſtand, 
and as much deſpiſe, as thoſe even now th. 
mentioned did the Offer of Ulyſſes) which 
mult reſtore us to our former State. The 
Goſpel (as a ſpiritual Charm) brings u 
to that Shape and Form which our firil 
Parents loſt. And tho' poor ignorant 
Men neither underſtand their Deformity, N 
nor that Beauty of Holineſs which a-M bo 
dorns the Souls of thoſe who are renew. up 
ed according to the Image of God, (as M 
the Fews deſpiſed Chriſt, and eſteemed Ml the 
him not, as ſceing no Form nor Comeli : ¶ to 
neſs in him, tho' he was to thoſe who] lan 
had a ſpiritual Diſcerning, and an E <= his 
= 3 _ Fait 
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Faith to ſce that Divine Excellency and 


perfection that was in him; the chiefeſt 
ten Thouſand, and altogether lovely) yet 


by there is an inward Beauty of the Soul, 
u obvious only to the Eyes of God, that 
ea · regards the hidden Man of the Heart, and 
vat Whoſe who have a ſpiritual diſcerning to 


iſcern ſpiritual Things, which (as the 
Beauty of the outward Man conſiſts in 


in Colour, Proportion, and Perfection of 
e Parts) ſtands in a due regard of every 
1% Faculty and Affection of the Soul to its 


proper Object, and a juſt Subordination 
ty co each other; the Superior irradiared by 
ch Divine Light, to judge of every thing 
ne has the Matter requires, and accordingliy 
to command the Inferior, which by an 
obſequious Subjection yields to the Au- 
thority, and executes the Commands of 
the Superior, (and is not like a Bone out 


Commands of the locomotive Faculty) 
and the whole tinctured with a Divine 
Holineſs, Jaſtice and Goodneſs, It 
would be a {ad SpeRacle to behold a Man 
bowed together, that he could not look 
up; his Eyes cloſed up with filthy putrid 
Matter, his Lips black, and ſwelled as if 
ed they were poiſoned ; his Breath ſtinking, 
1i- to the Offence of all that come near him; 
ho lame of his Feet, that he could not go, 
ol his Bowels hanging out; in a word, from» 
g C 3 Head 
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of Joint, which is not fubject to the 
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Head to Foot full of Bruiſ-s and putrifying 
Sores: Thus is Man by Nature to the 
Eyes of God, bowed down to the Earth, 
minding earthly Things; his Underſtand- 
ing darkned, and the Eyes thereof cloſed 
by vile and corrupt Affections; his Lips 
breaking out with filthy Communicati- 
on, as if the Poiſon of Aſps were under 
them; his Throat like an open Sepul- 
chre, ſending forth ſuch unſavoury Dif 
courſe, as is offenſive to pure Ears; that 
knows not how to tread a right Step in 
the Way of God's Commandments; 
void of the Bowels of Pity and Compal- 
fion ; and the Plague of his Heart (his 
natural in-bred Corruption) breaking forth 
daily into ſinful Actions, which are as ſo 
many Botches and Sores to render a Man 
loathſom in the Sight of God, to whom 
our inward Man is as naked and open, 
as our outward Man to the Eyes of 
Fleſh. A Form of Godlineſs, and the 
Paint or Varniſh of an outward Profeſ- 
fion, may help to conceal ſome of this 
Deformity from the Eyes of Man ; but 
it is only that Fountain ſet open to the 
Houſe of David, and the Inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem to waſh rn, = Sin, and for Uncleau- 
_ eſs, that will reſtore to Man his pri- 
mitive Soundneſs and Beauty, as Naamax's 
Fleſh, by waſhing in Fordan was reſtored 
as the Fleſh of a young Child. TIER 
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the immediate Effect of Regeneration; 
and tho the Work is not perfected at 
once as to Degrees, yet it will be at the 
Light that ſhines clearer and clearer till the 
perfect Day, we being transformed daily more 
and more into the Image of God, from Glory 
10 Glory, by his Spirit. 


Wo ed dd wo 


8A N. VIII. 
Tranquility of Mind the Privilege of 
the godly Man. A due ordering of 
the Affectious, not a Stoical Apathy 
neceſſary thereto. Peace of "I 
ence unknown to the Heathen Philo- 
ſophers, and attainable only . true 
Religion. Objeftions grounded on tile 
Moroſeneſs and inward Troubles of 
Chriſtians, anſwered. 1 


T HE next Advantage of the Soul in 

1 this World by Godlinefs, is Tan- 
quility of Mind, whereby a Man is ex- 
empted from the Importunity of inordi- 
nate Paſſions, and from the ſecret (tho” 
ſevere) Laſhes of an acculing terrifying 
Conſcience, which, wound deeper than 
Scorpions. This the 1 cry up 
as the Sum of a happy Life ; but what 
_— C4 1 
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is ſaid of Happineſs in general, I may 
apply to this part of it: Philoſophy ſeeks 
it, Treolrgy finds it, but Religion poſſeſſeth 
it. As Paul told the Athenians, he de- 
clared unto them him whom they ig noranth 
worſhipped : ſo the Chriſtian diſcovers that 
which the Heathen Moralift blindly pur- 
ſues : but it is only the godly Man, who 
| hath. his Soul pete tinctured with 

true Grace, that enjoys this Tranquility ; 
and hereby I mean a ſedate Calmneſs of 


Affections, whereby a Man is freed from 
the Terrors of an accuſing Conſcience, | 
and from the Impetus and Violence of un- 

ruly Paſſions, which make him as - tbe 
troubled Sea, caſting up continually. Mire and 


Dirt; diſcovering in the Effects of ſuch 
vile Affect ions, the Filthineſs that lies 
deep in the bottom of their Hearts, ſo 


foaming out their own Shame. Theſe Luſts 


(like the Devil in the poor Man, that caſt 


him ſometimes into the Fire, and ſome - 
times into the Water, or made him cut 


himſelf with Stones) hurry Men with 
Violence, ſometimes into one Extream, 


ſometimes into another, and make them 


pierce themſelves through with many Sor- 
vou, and make dreadful Wounds and 


Gaſhes in their own Conſciences; ruſh- 


ing them into a thonſand Dangers, as the 


unruly Horſe doth the Rider into the 
Battle, But I have already ſaid 2 
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of the Diſeaſes, Quarrels, and other In- 
I conveniencies, that Mens Sins ſubject 
h them to ; which are but the fulfilling of. 
b theſe importunate Luſts, which will ne- 
jp ver let a Man reſt, but are continually 
t ſolliciting for Satisfaction, and can ne- 
4 ver be ſatisfied, but enlarge themſelves. 
0 continually, as Hell; and thoſe fleſhly + 
h Luſts do not only war againſt the Soul, 

i but n the Soul againſt one another. This 
f is our Unhappineſs, that we mult ſerve 

divers Luſts; ſo that a Man is not only —_ 
(as one compares him) like a Servant- in 

an Inn, where there are many Guelts, , 
ſome calling with Importunity one way. 
ſome another, ſome up Stairs, ſome. 
down; but like thoſe that live on the 
Frontiers of a Kingdom, bordering up= - +1 
on the Territories of another Prince, ox 
betwixt two Garriſons in a Civil Wars, ** 
his Service is required of both, heknows + 
not whom to obey; both require more 
Taxes than he knows how to pay " Thus — TH 
is miſerable Man tortured, while he is a2 . 
Slave to his Luſts; one calls one way. "if 
another calls another way; Pride puts \ 39 
him upon one thing, Coverouſneſs coun» \ = 
termands ; ; Seuſnality calls him another —  _. 
way; Pride reclaims, anditells he few ..\., 
ſtain his Reputation, ſpot his Hangur- 110 A 

Now for freeing 4. Man from 8 
baſelt Slavery, the Goſpel is muh more 

. Cs © eftectuat* 


bd CS. w— SY» *Y Wy wo ww W5 wm) my, Th 
\ 


iced wm Bid. Proc od: Ei Re 
i , — 0 


3 


58 Thechief Intereff of Man; or, 


effectual than all the Precepts of Mora- 
lity, as it more clearly lays before us the 
| expreſs Commands, and peremptory Will 
Wit and Pleaſure of the Soveraign Law-gi- 
ver; as it enforceth theſe with Promiſes. 
and Threatnings of ſuch Things as there 
is either a deep Silence of amongſt the 
Philoſophers, or which at leaſt they de- 
ſery but at a great Diſtance, and ſeem to 
make ſome imperſect Diſcovery of; which 
— the Goſpel doth evidently demonſtrate. 
And, which is more than all this, there 
doth a Spirit of Life and Power accompa- 
ny theGoſpel whereitis reccived, which 
changeth the Soul into another Form; 
there is a divine Nature thereby commu- 
nicated, whereby Men become as it were 
new Creatures, have new Thoughts, 
= and new Affections; whereby they now 
= favour the Things of the Spirit, as they 
. did before the Things of the Fleſh. The 
eld Man is mortify'd by the Spirit; 
that, as in old Age Defire fails, (as we 
have a proof in Barzi/lzi, that taſted 
not the Sweetneſs of the Creatures, as 
formerly) ſo when a Man's Luſt are mor- 
tify'd, he hath not a Deſire after forbid- 
den Vanities, ''and the Pleaſures of Sin, 
as formerly. Philoſophy indeed hath 
one Polems to boaſt of, (and he reclaim- 
ed only from thoſe groſs Extravagancies 
which the Light 9 
„ | | _ WAIC 
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which are deſtructive to Mens Honour 


and Intereſt) but the Goſpel Thouſands, 


whoſe Natures have been ſo changed by 


its Power, that they have become quite 
other Perſons ; and taken off from thoſe: 


more ſecret and ſpiritual Evils, which 


bring upon Men no preſent outward In- 
of Man 


convenience; which the Eye 
cannot diſcover, nor the Hand of Man 
correct. And whatever Morality can 
furniſh us with to perſwade, the Goſpel 
hath the ſame in greater Evidence, and 
much more. Beſides, a Chriſtian may 


« 
Z 
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more truly ſay of the Goſpel, than one 


ſaid of Philoſophy, He thereby learns to 
want what others enjoy; not that any Man 


hath more Pleaſure, or finds more Con- 


tent in what he poſſeſſeth, than the Chri- 
ſtian, that hath all ſweeten d to him by 
the Favour of God, and knows that it is 
not his only Portion; that it ſhall not be 
ſaid to him, as to others when they die, 
Ho to you, you have received your Conſola- 
tion; but he doth not diſquiet himſelf 
with the Defire of more than God hath. 
given him: And it is better to be con- 
tent with a- little, than to have much, 
and not to be ſatisfy d: Better to enjoy 
perfect Health, and eat and drink no 
more than Nature requires, than to be 
troubled with the . or Appetitus 


Caninus, and be continually n 5 
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Dropſy, and be always drinking. $0 for 
thofe natural Evils which are the Ob- 
jects of our Fear and Sorrow, as they are 


future and foreſeen, or preſent and felt, 


the Chriſtian hath the Advantage of all 
others for bearing them; not only as 
Hope, Patience, Meekneſs are the Fruits 
of the Spirit, which he works by that 
ſpecial Power and Energy which he puts 
forth in God's choſen ones; but as the 
Goſpel doth furniſh him with Moral Ar- 
guments, much more effectual to perſwade 
to Patience, than any that are learned in 
the Schools of the Philoſophers ; as, I. 
is in vain t0 be troubled at what we cannot 
help : All Good hath a mixture of Evil, aud 
all Evil hath a mixture of Good Mere is 
a viciſſitude of Fortunes, ſo that in re er 


n Man may hope that Proſperi'y will ſunceed: 


We ſhould conſider the Condition of others, who 


ſuffer the like Things with our ſelves Hear 
| ing Müidctions, will harden us to unde 


them better: (as Iron grows harder by be 
ing often heated in the Fire) Sometimes 
Injuries prove advantagieus to thoſe who ſaf- 
fer them. Theſe, and ſuch- like rational 
Conſiderations may help to correct the 
Exceſs of Mens Paſſions; but it is only 
the Goſpel which diſcovers the Care and 
ſingular Love of God to his People in 


all the Evils that befal them; he being 
with them, ſympathizing with them ( 0 
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and Perfection) ordering all Things by 
his wiſe and powerful Providence, fieting 
as a Refiner, while he caſts his Gold and 
Silver into the Furnace to pur.fy it, or- 
dering all Things for the good of his 
Cnoſen: This may make us not only pa- 
tient in Tribulation, but to glory in it; 


not only to conquer in our Sufferings, . 


but to be more than Conquerors. 

Indeed all that aſſume to themſelves 
the Title of Chriſtians, enjoy not this 
Tranquility; for. many arrogate this to 
themſelves, which belongs not to them: 


"Thoſe that are Chriſtians indeed, : attain 
to this but by degrees, none are abſo- 


lutely perfect in this Life ; and perfect 
Peace of Mind is not an abſolute free» 


dom from all Paſſion, not an Apathy, but 


Tranquillitas ordinis, when every Affection 
keeps its on Place, and doth its proper 
Work When Frar is the Sul Centi nel, 
to warn it of approaching Danger, that 


being fore warned it may be forearmed 


when Sorrosv is the temper of the Soul, or 
the Ballaſt of ir, to keep it Ready ; An. 


gercos\'Fortitudinis & ingenii, the Mettle 
of dt, to fit it fer Action; and the Oil 


of Gladneſizti making the Face toſhine ; 
and being a Marrow, to the Botics, wak⸗ 
ing our Converſation. more accepta- 
ble and agreeable unto others, and our 


Life 
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Life more: pleaſing and comfortable to 
our ſelves. 55 
But that wherein a Chriſtian hath the 
goes Advantage, is Peace of Conſcience: 
The importunate Sollicitations of Satan 
and our own. Luſts to the Commiſſion of 
Sin, are not ſo diſquieting to the Soul, 
as the Rebukes and Clamours of Conſci- 
ence aſter the Commiſſion of it. The 
Devil is a meer Trapan, that draws Men 
into a Plot againſt Heaven; and when 
he hath enſnared them, is the firſt that 
accuſeth them; ſollicites Men importu- 
nately to fin by the ſtrongeſt Entice- 
ments, afterwards affrights their Con- 
ſciences, by aggravating their Guilt to 
them ; and this is a Preoccupation of Hell, 
as Peace of Conſcience, and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, is the Firſt-fruits and Fore» 
taſte of Heaven. As Vertue is its own 
Reward, ſo Sin is its own Punifhment ; 
Guilt follows Sin, as the Shadow doth 
the Body, haunting the Sinner like a his 
deous Ghoſt, and continually terrifying 
him. It is true, many do not feel theſe 
Terrors ; but it is not through any true 
fettled Peace that they have, but only a 
ſenſeleſs ſtupid Ignorance of their -own 
Danger: They are like a Man aſleep on 
the top of a Maſt, ; do but awake them, 
do ſee their Danger, and it is enough to 
afftight them into the Infernal AVE; 
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While they 2 quietly in Sin, they 5 
are but as a Man which hat brib'd the 5 
Serjeant, which doth not pay his Debt, Mt 
nor ſecure him againſt Arreſts ; his Debt: ET 
increaſes ſtill, and he will have more to- \ 
pay when he is arreſted. It's not the 1 2 
Merchant's porring of the melancholy 1 
Thoughts of his Debts, by Pleaſures 
and Divertifements, that will always _ 
quiet his Mind; he doth but beguile 
himſelf, and increaſe his Debt; it is the 
Acquittanee of his Creditor that can on- 
ly ſecure him. This is the Caſe of many, 
chat when they are haunted, as Saul, by 

the evil Spirit of an 2 Conſci- 
ence, as he had Muſick to quiet his Mind. 
rkey muſt have ſomething to diveit their 
Thoughts from ſuch diſquieting and tor- 
menting Objects; but theſe are but like 
Opiates, which may ſtupify for a time, 
and free from Pains, but do nothing to- 
the Cure of the Diſcaſe. It is only the 
Blood of Chriſt that can /prink/e our 
Hearts from an cuil Confeience, cleanſe our' 
Conſciences from dead Works only an ef- 
fectual Faith that applies this Blood to 
the Conſcience. So that the Heather 
Philoſophers by all their Preſcriptions 
could never quiet the Conſciences of Sin- 
ners; and all that Peace that they had, 
was only from Ignorance of the ſevere 
mexorable Juſtice of God, (which will 
| never 
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never pardbn Sin without Satisfaction, 
and never be ſatisfy'd but by the Suffer- 
ings of Jeſus Chriſt) and the Nature of 
the Covenant oſ Grace, or the Conditi- 
on of the Goſpel, that none ſhould have 
any Benefit by Jeſus Chriſt, but thoſe 
who are united with bim by an effectual 
Faith, which produceth the Fruits of 
Holincſs, in a blameleſs upright Conver- 
ſation : So that as the Blood of Chriſt is 
the Cauſe of our Reconciliatiom with, 
God, by Faith and Holineſs we actually 7 
artake and are aſſured of the Fruits | 
er ; all, theſe therefore are inſeveral WM | 
reſpects neceſſary to true Peace of Con- 
ſcience. Morality therefore can never WM , 
teach a right Way and Means of it, to 
which the Righteouſneſs of Faith is an 
hidden Myſtery. The looſe prophane 
Chriſtian can never attain it, while his 
Converſation is evidently. inconſiſtent 
with that true Faith and Goſpel Since; 
rity which is abſolutely required of all t 
that will be ſaved: And however they t 
may flatter or cheat themſelyes into 2 | 
vain Preſumption, or ſhut their Eyes that t 
they may not ſee their Danger, they are ( 
continually obnoxtous. to. the affrights 
and alarms of ſuch Places of Scripture, 1 
as affirm, That without Holineſs, none ſball 
fee God ; That if ue live after the Flad 
we ſhall die; That the Gate is ſtrait, _ 
149 the 
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the Way narrow, that leads to Life, and 
there are few that find it; That many ſhall _ 
ſcek to enter, and ſball not be able; That if 
ay will be Chriſt's Diſciple, he - muſt deny 
himſelf, and take up his Croſs and follow 


bin ; That whoever ſays he knows God, and 


keeps not his Commandments, «or that he hath 

Communion with God, and walks in Darkneſs, | 
is Har, and the Truth is not in him; 
That whoever ſeems to be Religious, and 
bridleth not his Tongue, his Religion i» vain; 
That he that loves Father, or Mot her, O07 
WV. fe, or Children, or H:uſe, or Lands, more 
than Chriſt, is not worthy of him. © Beſides 
others clearly importing, that a Man 
may have much Knowlege, and his Judg- 
ment ſo far convinc'd, as to approve of 
the beſt Things; may be much in holy 
Duties, take delight in them, hear the 


Word with Joy, do many Things which 


he hears, be blameleſs as to his out ward 
Carriage, and yet be an Hypocrite. So. 
that without daily exerciſing our ſelves 
to Godlineſs, and a ſtrict Watch over 
all our Ways, it is impoſſible to main- 
tain a ſettled well grounded Peace of 
Conſcience. 3 4 N 
lf any object, that there are none 
more diſquieted in their Conſciences than 
thoſe that make the greateſt ſhew of Re- 
ligion; none more melancholick and 
moroſe in their Converſation : I may 

— 8 | _ anſwer, 


Lig 
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anſwer, Solid Joy is a ſerious Thing, (as 
Seneca could ſay:) it is not moſt ſeen in 
a forced Laughter and Jollity, which is 
as Thorns under a Pot, Ecclef. vii. 6. that 
for the preſent make a great Noiſe and 
Blaze, but neither heat nor laſt : In the 
midſt of it, the Heart, many times, is ſor- 
rowful, and the end of it is heavineſs ; and, 
as the Heart knows its own Sorrow, the Stran- 
ger intermedleth not with its Joy. There is 
that Comfort within, which every one 
cannot obſerve. A godly Man needs 
not have his Heart revived with Wine, 
and ſtrong Drink, and merry Company, 
like a fick Man, that js forced continu- 
ally to have his Spirits kept up with Car- | 
dials ; he hath that within, which is 
better to him than Wine and Muſick. It 
is true, Godly Men have more inward 
Conflicts in their Confciences than o- 
.thers ; but this proceeds from the Senſe 
that they have of their own Danger; as 
they fay, Wiſdom arms Miſery againſt it 
felt that is, diſcovering the Evils that 
we are obnoxious to, makes a Man 
more timerous and fuſpicious; whiles 
Fools go on and are peniſhed, without any 
| fear of Danger; go on as an Ox to the 
| Slaughter, a Fool to the Stocks, a Bird 10 
the Snare, aud knows not that it is for her 
| Life. It is time for a Man that knows, 
if he be not ſer upon the Rock that is/bigh- 
| er 
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er than himſelf, if he be not upon that 
ſure Foundation, Jeſus Chriſt, he hangs 
by the ſmall Thread of a brittle Life, 
over the bottomleſs Pit, to look about 
him, and make his. Calling and Ele&ion 
ſure. Again, the greater Eſteem any 
one hath of heavenly Things, the more 
careful he is to make ſure of them, the 


more fearful to be deceived about them: 
(Tarda ſolet maynis rebus in eſſe fides.] And 


further, when Satan, who before kept 
all Things in Peace, ſees himſelf in dan- 
ger of being diſpoſleſſed, he rageth the 
more ; as he rent the poor Man out of 
whom he was caſt, almoſt to Death. 
And God gives him leave ſometimes ta 


winnow his deareſt Children, for their 


Tryal. But for the moſt part, God 


leaveth them to ſuch Diſquietment of 


Spirit, and Terrors of Conſcience, for 


fome Sin which they have fallen into, 


(as in David's Caſe) and then their Trou- 
ble is not becauſe of their Piety, but of 
their Defe& in it. Or elſe it is before 
he intends to raiſe them to ſome great 
Eminency, or fill them with ſome extra- 
Joy; as we may obſcrve, 
where Men have been raiſed exceeding 
high, their Foundation hath been laid 


very low in ſome deep Abafement ; and 


lo God brings them as 4 King out Pri- 
ſon to reign; and ordinarily when 2 
* 
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lays his People low, either by extraordina · 
ry o.tward Afflictions, or inward Temp. 


tations, he doth recompenſe them for it by 


thoſe inward Conſolations which are the 


Fore - taſtes of Heaven; hence proceeds 


that Joy the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, which is 
unſpeakable, aud full of Glory ; which he 
that hath taſted the ſweetneſs of it would 
not want, to be exempted from all thoſe 
Temptations and Tryals which he hath 
been exerciſed with. The Peace of 
wicked Men is but an Agreement with 
Bell, which ſhall be diſunnulled; a Covenant 
with Death, which ſhall be broken, as the 


Mirth of a drunken Man, who whilſt | 
his Spirits are raiſed, feels not his | 


Wounds, but afterwards feels the Smart 
of them, when his Reaſon returns to 
him. That will be the woful end of the 


carnal Man's ſecurity ; if he be laid in 


the Bonds or-Fetters of Afflictions, and 


ſo come to, himſelf, and feel the Wounds _ 
which he hath by Sin made in his owti 


Conſcience, he is a Magor- miſſabib, Ter- 
ror round about + That is the reaſon of 
ſuch Horror many times on ſick Beds; 


which yet is better than to be huſh'd- a- 
ſleep by the charming Pleaſures of Sin, 


and not awake till he be amidſt the 


everlaſting Flames. So that we may 


lay with the Prophet, The work of Righ- 


. reouſneſs.is Pence, and t he effect of Righte-. 
INE; 2 onſurſs, 
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ouſneſs, Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. It 
* by the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, imputed to us by Faith, that we 
have Peace with God, and ſo Peace of 
Conſcience, which is as a continual Feaſt, 
daily to entertain us; as a brazen Wall, - 
always to ſecure us; that we may al- 
ways find that within, wherewith we 
may ſolace our ſelves, and need not 
fear that any Thing ſhall diſturb or diſ- - 
quiet the Tranquility which we have in 
our own Souls. 4 + 
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S ECT. IX. 


TJbe Reward which godly Mev have 


after this Life, the chief Advantage 
of Religion. The Excellency there« 
of demonſtrated from Scripture, from 
the Satisfaction which the Angels 
have in it, from the Glory which 
wicked Men enjoy in this World, 
from the ſweet Fore taſtes which god. 
4 Men have of it in this Life. 


herein it conſiſts; the Glory of tbe 
Body, the Happineſs of the Soul, in 


the Enjoyment of God, in Communion 
with the whole Number of perfected 
Saints, and that for ever. ; 


A that I have hitherto ſaid of "the 


Advantage of Godlineſs, is little in 


reſpe& of what remains to be ſpoken. 
The Eſtate of Man after this Life, is of 
more important Conſideration. As it is 
uſually ſaid, there is no proportion be- 
twixt finite and infinite, as there is be- 
twixt two Things that are finite, though 
at the greateſt diſtance in reſpect of theit 
Natures, Quality, Quantity; ſo there is 
a proportion between a Minute and 4 
Thouſand Tears, and Minutes may way 
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be multiply'd to ſuch a Quantity; but 
there is no proportion betwixt a Thou- 
ſand Tears and Eternity. So that if the 
Miſery of Chriſtians in this Life were - 
anſwerable to wicked Mens Prejudice, 
and the Happineſs of wicked Men an- 
ſwerable to their own Deſires, and if 
both might live in theſe two different 
Eſtates a Thouſand Years twice told ; 
yea, and ſuppoſe thar aftet this Life wick- 
ed Men were to be happy to ſeven, and 
godly Men but to eight, (as the Philo- 
ſophers ſpeak of the Degrees of Heat 
and Cold) or that godly Men ſhould be 
as miſerable as wicked Men, abating only 
one Degree; yet the Conſideration of 
an Eternity would eaſily præponderate, 
in comparing the ſeveral States of theſe 
Pcrſons. The Apoſtle ſaith, that if in 
this Life only we have hope, we are of all 
Men the moſt miſerable : Not that a wick- 
ed Man hath more real Joy or Comfort 
in this Life than a godly Man; byt we 
muſt conſider that the Apoſtle is diſput- 
ing againſt ſuch as deny d the Refurrecti- 
on, in a popular Rhetorical Style, where- 
in Words are not to be ſubjected to a 
rigid Interpretation, but to be expound- 
ed in a greater Latitude; and it is uſual 
in ſeveral Languages to expreſs a Thing 
with a greater Emphaſis by the Superla- 
tive Degree; as if he had ſaid, We are 
| very 
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very miſcrable Men, if our Hope be on- 
ly in this Life. Again, there may be 
an Emphaſis in the Pronoun, . d. Ve, 
who are the Off. ſcouring of all Things in 
the Eyes of the World, and have in theſe 
Times of Perſecution run ſuch Hazards, 
and quitted our worldly Enjoy ments for 
the hopes of a glorious Reſurre@ion, 
are miſerably deceived, if there be no 
Reſurrection. And further, though Chri- 
ſtians have that inward Peace and Com- E 
fort in outward Tribulations, which M 
doth more than ae ae aye; them, G 
yet this Joy is in hope of the Gloty of co 
God, and but an Anticipation of that Ml i 
joyful Reſurrection which hereafter they Se 
expect. 1. | 
And now I ſhall come to ſpeak ſome- En 
thing of the Certainty of it, of the Na- 
ture of it, and of the ſtrictneſs of Holi- 
neſs neceſſary to thoſe who would enjoy + 
it. And that we may raiſe our Thoughts 
to hold ſome proportion with the great- 
neſs of that Glory, though it be not pol- 
ſible for poor Mortals to have an ade- 
quate Conception thereof ; W Let us 
conſider the great Things that God him- 
ſelf hath ſpoken of it, and how he hath 
throughout the Scripture propounded it 
as a ſufficient and an abundant Recom- 
pence, for whatſoever we can do or ſuf. 
ter for him, in compariſon wherewith " 
| | the 
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the Afflict ons of this Life are but light 
and inconſiderable. The Apoſtle tells 
us, Cod is not aſbamed toi be called the God 
of his People, having prepared à City for 
them. The Preparations that he hath 
made for them, are anſwerable to the 
Bounty and Munificence of ſuch a Ma- 
jeſty ; though they here mourn whilſt o- 
thers rejoice, and though he here make 
them bear the Croſs, whilſt his profeſſed 
Enemies abound in Pleaſure and Proſpe - 
rity. Now it would be much below the 
| WW Greatveſs and Glory of ſuch a Majeſty, 
so boaſt of his own Gifts above the real 
t MW worth of them, and flatter Men into his 
y WW ocrvice by poſſeſſing them with high Ex- 


pectations of great Matters, which the 
„Enjoy ment of will not anſwer the Hopes 
. ohich God himſelf hath drawn us into. 
i» And we may be moſt ſecure, that he will 
y {Woot give” ſuch Advantage to any Crea- 
5 tore to enter into Judgment with him. 
t. No let us conſider what ſome of us 
. have ſeen in the Interviews, perhaps of 
Princes, the Coronation, or Marriage of 
Kings, or on other Occaſions ; yet we 
ave heard of more than we have ſeen. 
e have heard of the Glory of Solomon, 
nd many other great Princes, exceedi 
hat our Times have to boaſt of: 
et we can enlarge our Thoughts to ſome- 
hing above theſe, and let our Minds 

0; * Wander 


© fuch an imaginary Glory, God (who is 


f 
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wander into the four Corners of the 
Earth, to fetch in the ay wer adv Splen · 
dor of the World, to make up to our 
felves an /dea of Happineſs. | And yet 
when we have framed ſuch an Utopia, 


too great, and too good, to decrive 2 
Mottals) hath given us to underſtand, 
that his Preparations for his Saints are 
ſome what above all this, and that I). 
hath not ſeen, nor Ear heatd, nor the Heart 
of Mun conceived what he hath laid up for 
thoſe that love him. Jy 


In the next place, let us conſider, that it 


is the bleſſed State of Angels, which are 

firſt of more enlarged Capacities than 
Men, and yet they find a perfect Felici- 
ty therein. We ſhould not make a Judg- 
ment of the State and Magnificence of 3 
Prince's Court, by the Reports of ſome 
poor Peaſant, who (e mtg ht. caſily ima- 

ine) would be ready to rammte any 
bing which he ſhouldicfec: abbve the 
Pomp of his Landlord'sRouſe, where 

2 perhaps to labour, or go ſome- 
times to pay ſome poor Rent; but we 


Court iet of a mort raiſed Mind, ordome 


Ambaſlador that Wath ſeen the» Pomp of 


ö ſeveral : Princes Conrts;: and knowg what 
belongs to State and Greathefs: It had 


44 9 1.4 14 1 


ſhowd more eaſily believe ſome nobie 


bean do great Matter to hat headd 25 
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boaſt of what he ſaw in Paradiſe, who 
was carry'd from theſe poor Cottages of 
Clay, to the Court of Heaven like Da- 
vid from the 'Sheepfold to Saws) Court. 
But the Angels continually adoring the 
Glory of their King, and ſinging perpe» 
tal Halle/njahr to him, doth easy per- 


i 


wade that the Glory of the Caleſtial 


Court is far above What mortal Eyes 
ever ſaw, And beſides the enlarged On» 
pacities of Angels, we may conſider that 
they are incorpoteal, ſo that theſe cor- 

oreal Delights and Pleaſures, which we 
— the moſt clear and lively apprehen- 
ſion of, make up none of their Happi- 
neſs ; but, beſides ſuch Delights, which 
it's likely we hall not want in Heaven, 


there are more pure and ſpiritual De- 


lights, enough to make an Angel hap- 
py; which we can ſcarce conceive any 
Thing off o en e DO 

A further Conſideration, which may 
argue the Happineſs of that future'State» 
is the Greatneſs and Gloty of many 


wicked Men here in this World. Let us 
but conſider, how' tha great Ones of the 


Earth, arany of which have been wick- 
ed Men, do bathe themſelves continually 


in Rivers of Pleaſute, and enjoy for ma- 


ny Years together whatever their Hearts 
can wiſn; and what we ordinarily ſee 
great Ones now enjoy, is little to the 

"0p _ Glory 
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I” a ſudden make, being unawares ſurprized 
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_ Glory of a Belbazzar, a Darius, an A- 

lexander, a Nero, the Grand Signivr, the 
Kings of China; and yet all this is but 
as the Crumbs that fall from the Chil- 
drens Table. What then can we ima- 
gine them to be fed with? Theſe are 
but the ſpillings, or the overſſowings of 
his Bounty to his very Enemies; how 
great then is that which he hath reſerved 
for thoſe, to whom he hath purpoſed 
to ſhew the exceeding Riches of bis Grace, 
to give the World a Proof of his Boun- 
ty and Glory? As a Prince that would 
make an Entertainment for Oſtentation, 
and ſhew his great reſpect to ſome of 
his ſpecial and moſt beloved _ Friends. 
We read often in Scripture, - of the Pre- 
parations that God hath made for his WW pl. 
Saints; which is but a metaphorical Ex- Jo 
preſſion of the Greatneſs of that Glory or 
which he hath ordained them to; as ba 
thoſe Entertainments which Men do long in 
prepare tor, do far exceed what they on i 


by the coming of their Friends. 
I will yet add another Proof of the 
Greatneſs of that Glory which-we hope 
for, taken from the Fore-taſtes which 
many have of it here, "which hath, made 
them glory in Tribulations, triumph in 
the Flames, and not only abated, but 
wholly taken away ths Senſe of the 2 
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exquiſite Torments; that ſome Martyrs 
| WW have felt no more in the Fire: than if 
| they had been in a Bed of Roſes. Some 
| after long Conflicts and Terrors, have 
5 had ſuch raviſhing Joys, that they have 
; cry'd to God to hold, they could bear 
; no more. If ſuch Glimpſes have ſo ra- 
viſhd them, what is the full View and 7 
I I clear Viſion ? Let us imagine 4 Confecti - —= 
on, the leaſt Drop of which diſtilled inn 
„to a draught of Gall, or Wormwood, 
or whatever elſe can be ſuppoſed to be 
d WW more bitter and diſtaſtefal, ſhould yo © 
h alter the Taſte of it, making it mo 
f pleaſing and delicious; how ſweet would 
„2 full Draught of it be, without the feaſt 
Mixture of any thing diſtaſteful and un- 
is pleaſing? So, if ſuch Drops of ſpitituat- 
Joys are able to ſweeten the bittereſt Cup 
of Afflictions, what fhat! we think f 
as WF bathing our ſelves, and drinking our fill 
in thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure at God's 
"NB Right-Hand for evermore, without the 
ed WF leaſt Mixture of any Sorrow or Trouble 
to allay the Sweetneſs thereof} / 4 
I have hitherto in general ſhewed, that 17 
the Glory of Heaven is like to be very /A 
great and inconceivable, much more inʒʒ- 
expreſlible ; but I have not yet Itempt-' n 
ed to ſhew what it is, or wherein it con · 
liſts; and while I ſay it is not to be 
expreſs d, if I ſhould go about ro ſet it 
7 D 3 forth 
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forth fully, there would be Contradictio in 


( 
teriminis ;. ſo chat at I dare pretend to, WW 
___ 18 dome radeſuahneation of that State of, I 
N 
a 


Happineſs, Man is made up of two, 
eſſential Parts, Soul and Body: NO. 
though the Soul be the more noble Part, a 
yet doubtleſs the Body ſhall have its f 
Y Shuze in this Felicity. If God hath ſo it 
raz\hongared them, as to make them the fi 
Teen of the Holy Gheſt, aud given Chriſt b 
a Charge that he ſhould: loſe nothing of 0 
what he hath given him, but raiſe up our I b. 
ſcatter d Duſt at the Laſt Day, Joh. vi. 30. tt 
he hath certainly reſerved a Reward for N 
that which hath had ſo great a Share in fe 
our Suffrrings here; and he hath told us MI =: 
in general, that he will, by his Divine u. 
Power, change our vile Bodies, aud na Wl 9: 
them like his glorious Body But ſure, :as Ml 7- 
ve approach nearer to the Nature of God {cl 
| in our Souls, ſo they ſhall have the-great- 
eſt Share of future Glory; and in gene- 
|, ral, it ſhall be with the Glory whetewith I to 
+ Chriſt was glorify'd from Eternity, and Ws 
after his Suffering; and this ſhall be by en 
the Enjoyment of God, which is thei alt- ¶ ce! 
ing of the perſected Faculties and Affection. 
| of our Souls upon him. Every Senſe bath 
its proper Object, in the Enjoy ment of 
which it takes Complacency according 
to the ſuitableneſs of the Object there- 
to; and according to the Nature of the 
N r 1 | Objedt, 
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Olject, and the Capacity of the Senſe for 
receiving it, or acting upon it, ſuch. is 
the Pleaſure that it ſinds therein; and the 
more noble the Faculty and the Object 
are, the more noble is the Delight which 
ariſeth from the Union betwixt them; 
ſo that all Philoſophers are agreed, that 
intellectual Delights exceed ſenſual Plea- 
ſures. * in Heaven — ſhall 
be perfected according to the Capacity 
of a finite Being: atherwile; dia would: * | 
be no more>capable of enjbying Gad. 3 
than a deaf Man. of being: delighted with | 
Muſick or à blind Man in the moſt per- 
fect Beauty; therefore we are (aid 10 6 
made meet t be' Partakers of an {nberitance 
with tde Sainte ind Lig; Santtification' 4 
qual ify ing us aarrily: for Heaven; a2 
Juſtification doth And God imm. 
{elf ſhall be the Object of our Happi⸗- 
neſs, whom we ſhall ſre as he is, and 
love him, and delight / in him accord ing 
to his Goodneſe and Glory. ILRkno it 
is hard for us to concei va hat it is to- 
enjoy God; but to help us in the Con- 
ception of it, let us conſider little h 
it is to enjoy a Friend: To have an ab- / 
{ent Friend, is a Comfort ;;- but to be 
with him, is a great addition to our Con- 

tentment, to receide the Expreſſions of: 

their Love. and ro teſtify ours to then 

Thoſe who are of amore noble and ge- 

"atk Ds 4. nerous 
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nerous Complection, find more true Sa- 


Station herein, than in whatever elſe 
this World can afford them: And what 
is it that endears another to us, but Love 


and Lov-linefs ? Where there are amiable 


E ; 
— 
3 
# 
* 


Endowments in Perſons of Worth, they 
command an Eſteem from us, though 
they know us not, and though we are 
never the better for them; but where 
they have a particular Affection for us, 
take us into their Boſom, make us of their 
entire Friends, this doth much more en- 


dear them to us. Now, (as I have al- 


ready faid) we find in God, in a far 
more eminent Degree, that which ren- 
ders the Creatures amiable and lovely. 
Beſides his Goodneſs. towards the whole 
Creation, which the Earth is full of, his 
ſpecial Favour to Mankind, and it may 
be ta us above many. Thouſands of o- 
thers ; the exceeding Riches of Grace towards 


the Elect, which Men and Angels ſhall 
admire to the Days of Eternity; there is 


that Beauty (that is, intellectual Peauty, 
or ſuch Beauty as is objected ro the Un- 


derſtanding) which will raviſh the whole 


intellectual Creation. His Miſdom is un 


ſearchable, his Power irreſiſtable, and his 


dut when he came to ſee bim, abhorred 


Grace and Clemency as far exceeding what 


is to be found in the Creature, as his 


Majeſty and Glory. Job had heard of God; 
him 
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himſelf to (ee the infinite Diſtance | be 


twixt the Soveraign Creator, and 4 por 
Mortal, that durſt diſpute the: Caſe with 
him. Oh! what Thoughts ſhall we have: 
of God, when we come to ſee him as 
he is? What Aſtoniſhment will ſeize up- 
on us? What Confuſion will cover us, 
when we ſee what a God it is, whoſe 
Grace we have ſo oft deſpiſed, whoſe 
Patience we have ſo long abuſed, whole: 
Authority we have ſo boldly contemn- 
ed; and yet fee, that he whe-had us al- 
ways at his Mercy, and could at his 
Pleaſure avenge himſelf on ũs, ſhould: 
pardon us for his own ſake, and make 
ſuch glorious Preparations for us? We 
ſhall then perfectly underſtand: all the. 
Dimenſions of his Love, and continually 
as it were read the Stories of it. We 
may the better conceive of it, by fancy- 
ing to our ſelves what a ſingular Favour: 
it would be, to have ſome great Prinee 
take a ſingular Affection to us, though 
we did the leaſt of any in the World de- 
ſerve it, and had diſobliged him by 4 
thouſand Provocations ; if he ſhould 
take us home to his Houſe, and maintain 


us always at bis Table, keep us always 


in his Preſence, this would fall inſinite- 
ly ſhort of that Love which God will. 
manifeſt ro us: And what an addition 
will it be to our Happineſs, to ſee him 

LL: 4 in- 
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in his Glory, who hath loved us, and 
waſhed us from our Sins in his Blood? 
The Story of whoſe Love we have ſo oft 
read over, a fight of whoſe Face, tho' 
but chrough the Glaſs of Faith, we have 
ſo oft, ſo long deſired and lamented at- 
ter; to have the Society of rhe innume - 
rable Company of Angels, and the gene- 


neral Aſſembly of juſt Men made perfect, 


a Meeting ot the Saints of all Ages and 
Places, and theſe perfected both in Grace 
and Glory, ſo that they ſhall have no In- 
firmities, no Pride, Ignorance, Self. ſeek- 
ing, to exerciſe our Charity or Patience; 
no Sufferings to move our Pity or Com- 


paſſion; and we ſhall never need to diſ. 


iet our ſelves with the Thoughts of 
ach ſad Parting as Paul had, As xx. 
39. We ſhall keep an everlaſiing Holy- 
Day, the Marriage of the Lamb ſhall be 
for ever celebrated by all his Friends: 
And as Evernity will perpetuate. our Hap- 
pineſs, and make it the greater Extenfive; 
ſo the Aſſurance and Conſideration here - 
of will heighten it, and make it greater 
Intenſive; and every Moment of our Fe- 
licity will be more ſweet to us, in that 


we ſhall never be diſquieted with the 
Thoughts that our Condition (as happy 
as it is) will one Day have an End. 
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The ra, of Holineſs to Salvation, 
proved I Scriptures, 
04; eh, an fore The Imprudence.. 


of being but formal half Chriſtians, 
and the Advantages that Mee, fe 
1104s Wen Pave above ſuch. 


Here is yet erbe, Conf Pr 
which will much enhance the Glory 
of Heaven; but before I come to ſpeak. 
of that, I muſt ſhew how neceſſary an 
= Converſation: is to the enjoyment 
it: 
Many have entercained a Suſpicion, 
that ſome moroſe Men, peeviſhly envious 
againſt the Happineſs and Contentment . 
of Mankind, and too ſuperſtitiouſly Pre- 
ciſe, would lay upon them a Yoke which. 
neither they nor their Farhers were able: 
to bear; confining their Liberty to- too» 
narrow Bounds, and frightning them 
from Religion, by exacting ſo much 
ſtrictneſs and ſeverity. Now that I may 
not ſeem to any to make the Way to Hea- 
ven more nartow/ chan God hach made 
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it, I wilt but ſet dow the plain Words 


of God' himſelf. Not to ſpenk of what 


thoſe haves arrgined' to, Wh . 
* plain. 


plainly declared to be under the Sentence 


of Condemnation, and in a State of 


Wrath; 1 fhil! only inſtance in ſome 
Places where the Sctipture ſets down 
what is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to Salva- 


tion, or what doth plainly argue a Man 


to be in the State of Damnation. Matth. 
v. 20. I ſay unto you, that except. your Righ- 
teouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs 7 the Scribe: 
and Phariſees, (who yet went à great way 
in the Profeſſion of Religion, and in both 
Moral and Ccremonial Righteouſneſs) 
you ſhall in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven Cap vi. 20. Where your Treaſure 
3%, there will your Heart be alſo. Cap. vii. 
13. Enter ye in at the ſtrait Gate, jor wide 
is the Gate, and broad is the Way that lead; 
to Deſtruttion, aud there be many which go 
in thereat ; but ſtrait is the Gate, and nar- 
row is the Way that leads to Life, and 
Few there be that find it. Verſe 21. Nut 
every one that ſaith unto me, Lond, Lord, 

enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, ut 
be that doth te Mill of my. Father which is 
in Heaven. Cap xii. 36. Evexy idle Word 
that à Man ſhall ſpeak, he ſball give an ac- 
count thereof in the Day of Judgment. Cap: 
xvi. 24. Fam Man will come after me, 
ter him. deny himſelf, and take; up bis Croſs, 
and follyw me. Mark viii 8. Mhoſoꝛ ven 
| ſhall be aſhamed of me. and f my Wards in 
this adultenous aud finful Generation, 2 


* 
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alſo ſball the Son of Man be aſhamed vl en 
he comes. into the Glory of the Father with hrs 
Angels. Luke xiii. 24; Strive 10 enter in t 
the ſtrait Gate; for many, J ſay unto you, 
ſoall ſeek to enter, and ſball net be alle. 
John iii. 5. Except a Man be born of Water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kinedom of God. Rom. viii. 9. If any Man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
his. Verſe..13. I ye live after the fleſh ye 
ſhall die. 2 Cor. v. 17. If any Man be in 
Chrifl, he is a new Creature. Gal. v. 6. 
For in Chriſ Jeſus neither Circumcfitn a- 
vails any Thing, nor Uncircumcifion, tut 
Faith that worketh by Live. Cap. vi. 7, &. 
Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; for what- 
ſoever a Man ſoweth, that all he alſo reap: 
For he that ſoweth to his Fleſh, ſhall of the 
Flejh alſo reap Corruption; but he that ſoweth 
to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life E- 
verlaſtizg. Heb. x11. 14. Follow Peace with 
all Men, and Holineſs, ' without which no 
Man Hall ſes the Lord. Jam. ii. 19, 20 
Thou believes there is one God, | thou deſt 
well: The Devils alſo Belicwe and Tremble. 
But wilt thon know, O vain Man, that Faith 
without Works is dead ? 1 Pet. iv. 18. If 
the righteous ſcarcely be Javed, where fball the. 
finner aud the ungodly appear ? 1 John i. 6. 
If we ſay we have Fellowſhip with him, and. 
walk in darkneſs, ue lie, and do not the 
Truth, Caps is. 4 I eln faith 1. know 
"4 . bim, 
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him, and keepeth not his Commandments, is a 
Lyar, and the Truth is not in him. I might 
add many like Words out of the Scrip- 
ture of Truth; but it may be theſe are 
enough to make many ſay, Mo then can 
be ſaved ? But let God be true, whatever 
becomes of Man; and it is that which 
hath been told us, that few find the nar- 
row Way that leads to Life. 
If any object the Failings of ſuch 23 
David and Peter; the ſame Scriptures An 
tell them, tell us of their Repentance and 
bitter Tears. If any wonder how this 
ſhould be conſiſtent with the Mercy of 
God; I anſwer, there are other Objects 
whereon he ſheweth the Riches of his 
Mercy, even the ſmall Remnant that ſhall 
be ſaved. And when we come to ſee (at 
the laſt Day) the evil of Sin, the Holi- 
neſs of God, the Preparations which 
| God hath made for Sinners, we ſhall ra- 
ther admire that he ſhould fave any, than 
no more. And if the Pardon of Sin were 
ſuch a light Matter, that God ſhould be 
charged withSeverity, if he hearkens not to 
the Cries of Sinners, which Neceſſity doth at 
laſt force them to, he might have ſpared 
the Trouble (as I 1 take Liberty to 
ſpeak) of ſending his Son; yes; (81 
may further ay; pared his gioryiag 'of 
his unconceivable ve in giving Chriſt 
i to die for Sinners; and it 15 4 igno” 
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rant Conceit, to think that ſuch a ſtrict 

Exation of Holineſs ſtraitens the Grace 

of the Goſpel, when it is much of the 

Grace. we receive by Chriſt, to be tarnen 

from our [niquities, Acts iii. 26 Rom. vii. 

1, Fc. The End of our Redemption is 

to be a peculiar People zealous of good 

Works, Tit. ii. 14. The chief Article of 

the Covenant of Grace is to have the 

Law of God written in our Hearts, Heb. viii, | 

9. Our chief Glory, to be like our hen. , 

venly Father in Holineſs, 't Pet. i. 15. The 

great Advantage. we have by the Pro- 

miſes, to be made Patakers of the divine 

Nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. So that let Men flat- 

ter themſelves with vain Preſumptions, 

and delude their own Souls by drawing 

their Deſires into Opinion, and from 

wiſhing they might have Peace though / _ 

they go on in the Ways of their oẽ W 

Hearts, proceed to believe that it will” 

be ſo : Theſe: Words will certainly take hold 

of them, Zach. i. 6. and judge them at the | 
may further add, that it is the great- 

eſt Imprudence for Men to be but half 

Chriſtians, or to make ſome Profeſſion of | 

Religion, and not to ſtrive to attain to [4 

fome Perfection in it; both as the Re- K 

lection on ſuch an indiffereney or Luke-⸗ 

warmneſs will be an Aggravation of Men. 

Miſery, while they ſhall think with _ . 
Nl | | | elves 
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ſelves they were near to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and were ſhyt out becauſe they 
went not a little farther; they were fair 
for ſtriking a Bargain ſor the Rich Pearl, 
and yet parted for a ſmall Matter. As 
if a Merchant ſhould go near to Peru, or 
ſome other Place where there is Gold in 
Abundance, and through a ſluggiſh la- 
zy Stupidity, come back Empty ; or as 
if Columbus, when he was near to the 
Coaſts of America, ſhould have been forced 
through the Mutiny of his Soldiers, to 
return and loſe the Honour and Advan- 
tage of his Enterprize. It is pity to run 
a Race, and loſe the Prize through Neg- 
ligence, when we come within a few 
Steps of the Goal. If we will do any 
thing in Religion, let us go through with 
it, and not loſe the future Reward of it, 
\ which is molt conſiderable, through 


Slothfulneſs. = 
And it is farther to be conſidered, that. 
thoſe who are but half Chriſtians and 
Smatterers in Religion, know nothing of 
of theſe ſpiritual Comforts, that Delight. 
ln Communion with God in his Ordi- 
nances, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, which 
thoſe who are truly godly have Experi- 
ence of: Thoſe who are but Smatterers 
or Bunglers in any Art, Science, Trade, 
find them difficult, when they are-ealy. 
/ and delightful to thoſe who are e i 
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$: ho/ar looks upon it as a great Task to 
conſtrue it, and is glad when it is over, 


not minding the things themſelves expreſ- 
ſed by the Words; while the Maſter, 
who minds the Matter, and underſtands 
it well, is tranſportedwith Pleaſure to ob- 
ſerve the Elegance of Stile, Heighth of Fam 
cy, Depth of Judgment, Strength of Reaſon, | 
Subtilty of Wit, Candor of Mind, which is 
in the Author. So, while a Man is but 
a. Chriftian in Name, and hath but a 
Form of Godlineſs, the Exerciſes of Reli- 
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of them, and throughly undeſand them; 
as the wiſe Man ſaith, Knowledge is eaſy 
to him that underſiands. As there is great 
difference in the reading of à /affick Au- 
thor by the M:fter and the Scholar; teh 


gion are a burthen to him, and he doth — _ 


them only as'a Task to eſcape Hell- fire, 
as a School boy gets his Leſſon to eſcape ' 


the Rod: But he that is a Chriſtian in- 
deed, finds that Sweerneſs in the Word 


of God, that it is to him as Honey and 


the Honey-comb, the joy aud rejoycing of his 
Hul. He is glad when he can ſteal an 
Opportunity to Pray, he finds ſo much 


Comfort in Communion with God there- 
in; and can.fay with Chriſt, it is his Meat = 


to do the Mill of his heavenly Father : And 
the Teſtimony of his Conſcience is to 
him as a continual Feaſt, and makes the 
Pratice of Holineſs more pleaſant to 


him, 
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bim, thanſi the Delights of Sin are to 
— a wicked Man And as it is in Trading, 
he that doth not throughly underſtand 


rage of it to thrive by it, and ſo grows 
__ weary of it, or turns bankrupt; when 
he that is well feet) in the Myſtery of it, 
and knows how to improve every Qppor- 
tynity of Gain, and ſo finds the Benefit 


finds not that real Advantage wh 
thers do of a ſtrict walking with C 
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his Trade, cannot make his beſt Advan- 


of it, makes a Pleaſure of his Buſineſs, 
and will not be perſwaded to leave .it off: 
So he that is but a Ch iſt ian in Mey, and 
7 
Jod. 
nor any return of his formal [heartleſs 
Prayers, grows weary:of' Religion, ad 
g at length it may be caſts it oft; while the 
real ſerious Chriſtian, by the rich returns 
of his ſintere and fervent Prayers, and 
the Beneſit which he finds by a cloſe wall · 
ing with God, is ſo confirmed in his holy 
Profeſſion, that nothing ſhall make him 
caſt. it off, or think at a Burthen. 
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7 I Miſery of wicked Men 00 this 
Life,, dermonſtrated from Scri 77 


ram the Sufferings -0 +. Mey 
hun in 1 155 Fa Ter- 
rors of Conſcience in Geodinud Bad; 

from the Devils trembling, at the 
thoughts of it, mw they have not 
ſo % nh Reaſon for 3s Man. The- 


Puniſhment F Loſs, with the 
 gravations of it. The P N 


of Senſe exquifite, without Allay or 
 Intermiſſion, without, Eudl. 


I Shall now proceed to that other Cn. 
fiderationy which will make the Hap- 
pineſs 'of Heaven mach greater; yea, 
which conſidered apart, doth mach com- 
mend the Excellency of Holineſs,” and 
clearly demonſtrate haw Much it is the 
. of Mankind: to follow after it 
damnum emergens, is as much to be conſi- 
dered as lucrum ceſſaut. We ſhould” Hot” 
only conſider the [Reward of Holineſs, but 
the H/ages of Sin: It a Sinner could 4 
to be, or might be annihilated when he 
dies, or if there were any State between 
Heaven and Hell, our Plea would have 
leſs Force: But there will be but two. 
a of Men at the laſt Judgment, 
where- 
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. whereof one ſhall go into erernal Life, the 
other into everlaſting Puniſhment, Matth. 
46. Wo: ee 

Now I ſhall uſe the ſame Method in 
conſidering this State of ungodly Men 
after the end of the World, which 1 fol- 
lowed in conſidering the State of holy 
Men. Firſt giving ſome general Demon- 
ſtrations of the Miſery of it, then ſome 
particular Reaſons why it will be ſo in- 
le fern th as 1 4 
As firſt, the Glory of Heaven may be 
imagined to be exceeding Great, by the 
Preparations which God is ſaid to hare 
made for it: So by the ſame Anthropopa- 
thy we may conceive of the Miſery of 
Hell, God being ſaid to prepare the Pu- 
niſhment of the Damned, Marth: xxv. qt. 
It is ſaid indeed, it is prepared for the De- 
vil and his Angels; but wicked Men ſhall ” 
be Co heirs with them of the ſame Mi- 5 
fery. He is laying up his Pile of Fire * 


and Mod, Ja. xxx. 33. And laying Sin- o 
ners as Stubble in the Sun to dry, that j 
the eternal Flames may prey more furi- 2 


ouſly upon them, Nahum. i. 10. 4 
ring them to fill up the Meaſure of their th 
Taiquity, and ſo to treaſure up to themſelves 
Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, that they : 
may be fit for Deſiruftron. TED 0 

Loet us in the next Place conſider what 5 
godly Men have ſuffered in this Liſe} | 


fo ry 


read but the Murtyro/ogier, and fee the 
dreadful Torments that the Martyrs have 
ſuffered, enough to make one tremble at 


the reading of them: And if theſe Things 


be done to the green Tree, thoſe who 
are the Objects of God's Love, and dear 
unto him as. the Apple of his Eye, ſuch 
on whom he hath determined to ſhew the 
Riches of his Mercy; what will be done 
to the dry, with whom, he is angry every 
Lay, and on whom he will ſhew the 
Power of his Wrath > If Judgment begin at 
the Houſe of God, what will be the end of 
thoſe that obey not the Goſpel ? 

Further, let us joke er the Terrors of 


Conſcience which godly Men have ſuffe- 


red in this World, when they have had 


lively Apprehenſions of the diſpleaſure 


of God againſt them. If his Rebukes hare 
made them 1 0. as a Meth fretting a Gar- 
ment; if his Frowns have diſtracted them, 
and made them roar through the diſquietueſs 
of their Spirit ; What will it be for his 
Jealouſy to fi moak, and his Wrath to burn 
like Fire for ever? Again, let us conſider 
what Horrors wicked Men have, felt. in 
their Conſciences in this Life, which are 
but the Foretaſtes of that Miſery which 
they ſhall endure for ever. Read but the 


Stories of Vaninuss Spjra, &. who have, 2 


died in deſp air: If ſuch drops of Wrath. 


let fall like "(Calding Lead upon the Soul, 
have 
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have ſo hideouſly amazed and. terrified, 


| ſurely it is dreadful and aſtoniſhing to be 
caſt into the Lake that burns with Fire and 
Brimſtoue for ever. And thongh'there be 
many now can harden themſelves againſt 
God, and think by a Stoical Apathy to 
bear whatever God can inffict; yet ſome 
have found the beginnings of Hell in 

their Conſciences, worſe à ' Thouſand 
Times than all the Torments which the 


Cruelty of Tyrants or incarnate Furies 


could ever invent. And whereas ſome 
may think (with Spira) that the Expecta- 
tion of future Miſery, is worſe than the 
' ſuffering of i it, it is a wide Miſtake ; for 
according as. Man feareth,” fo is bis Anger, 
Pfal. xc. 11. Ordinary Caſamities indeed 
are for the moſt Part worſe feared than 
felt; but when a Man hath raifed his 
Mind to the moſt dreadful and amazing 
A pprehenſi ons of the Diſpleaſute of God, 
ind the Severity of his Vengeance, he 
-annot reach. the Vaſtneſs ol it; thert is 
yet a Plus ua, ſomewhat further,” BY 
is in our Apptehenſions of the Glory 
and Happineſs of Heaven: And at the 
laſt Day, "1 great a nd mighty Anke 
the World, who have ſet the Je 1 5 
q God e * out of their 4 a6 
1 Threats, 0 A” meer” brufim 
o itig 
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if they knew how, to run under the 
Rocks and Mountains to hide themſelves 
from the tertible Majeſty'of their Judge; 
and (to allude to the Words of Sx. Paul, 
2 Cor. x. 1 I.) let ſuch think that as God 
js now in his Word when he ſeems to 
be abſent from them, ſuch will he be alfo 
indeed, when he ſhall manifeſt his Pre- ö 
ſence and his righteons fudgment. We 
begin to think mean of all whom we can 
ſee through, ot go about; it is Incompre- 
henſibleneſs that commands 2 Venerati- 
on; and that we ſhall always find in God; 


both as to the Glory of His Giger and as 


to the Greatnefs'of his Power and Mtath. 
Let us yet go à ſtep further, and con- 

fder the Apprehenſions which the 

have of this Condition, (for they and 

wicked Men (as was before obſerved) 


are Fellow. Heirs of the fame Miſery) = 


and' theſe tremble ar the Thoughts of xt, 
that is, Huve dteadfuf zn g Apps 
ade the Expedition” of 

quel iii t Axt 
Annan dccordimgto' thi en 
logy of Setiptite; they ſeemi not to hãye 
ſo much Reaſon” to be. troubled ' 2 he 


Thoughts of it "iff the 
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| Boar aften Shipwyack,, whereon they m 


of ſufferi 20g in,our Bodies, we are:cap 


to 44 And in this relpe&: it is ai 
_ the, Caule. o 


know what Hell is, 


6 The chief Interef 1 Men's *. 
they are pot guilty of. They bad not 4 


have ſaved themſelves, if it had not beg 
their on Fault. Again, they haye-ng; 
Bodies to be tormented, as we have 
Many cannot apprehend how the 
ſhould be capable of any cant 
Torment; , and, they think they cou 
laugh. at any Puniſhment. that could 

inflited on the Soul, were it not for. Bo 
dily Sufferings, . which they have a che 
er Apprehenſion, and more lively Sen 
of: But, beſides all that we are capablk 


ble of ſuffering, the ſame in our Squlz 
which the Devils are ſaid to tremble af 
the Belief of; But it is with us, as at 
with little Children, who ate | pleaſed 
perhaps with-the Pomp of their Farhen 
or Mothers Funeral, and proud of-theig 
mourning. . but arg, not fer 
of their own. Loſs.; when thoſe t 
grown, up to ears of Reaſon a 
AP wiring t heir. Hands 50 chink..of 

ad Conſequence. ſuch a Loſs will bs 


Wiſdom arms Miſery againt it ſelf. 
glory. in that which is our Sh 1 
our Ee while the, * 
lz tremble, who, know what-it.is; tolals 
caven, (having been already in it) and 
becauſe they have 
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elt it; they certainly believe theſe Things, 
aving more underſtanding to apprehend 
he clear Demonſtrations of the Truth 
pf them; they have their Minds more 
xed on theſe Things, which are the 
atter of their Torment, being more in 
d and leſs in Power than we are. We 
now not now What it is to loſe God 
nd Heaven; but we ſhall know, 
hen we ſhall ſee them, not to enjoy 
hem, but to exvy them. We are ready 
d flatter our ſelves into Hopes, that 
ele Things may not be true; or our 
houghts are ordinarily diverted toother 
Things. And the Devil keeps that out 
ff our Minds, which he knows not how 
o keep out of his own, -leſt conſidering 
yell of it, we ſhould be induced thereby 
o Believe, and ſo obtain Salvation, Luke 
iii. 14. For a Concluſion of theſe ge- 
eral Demonſtrations, I might add Chriſt's 
mportunate preſſing of Men to flee from 
he Wrath come, though through ſo ma- 
y Hardſhips and Difficulties which he 
alls them to: He wept over Sinners, 
nd was grieved for the hardneſs of their 
earts, as ſometimes Jeremy was, or a8 
lidanus,” à good Man in this Nation, 
ept to think of the Miſeries that were 
ming upon it. Sinners go on careleſly 
nd ſecurely, like an Ox to the Slaugheer, 
a Fovl to the Correftion of the Stocks; but 
E Chriſt 
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Chriſt paſſionately pleads with them, to 
divert them from their own Ways, know- 
ing how little they conſider the Miſery 
of thoſe devouring Flames, which they 
are caſting themſelves into. 
Now tor proving more particularly, 
that this Miſery which ungodly Men 
ſhall endure, is very ſad and dreadful: 
Firſt, we ſhall not only know (as I be- 
fore intimated) the Worth of that Glory 
which we have loſt, but we ſhall be con- 
vinced that we have loſt it throꝰ our own 
Fault, Many think now to harden them» 
ſelves at the Day of Judgment againſt 
God, and impeach him of Rigour and 
Injuſtice, if he ſhould doom them to an 
eternal Hell; but then when their Con- 
ſciences are awakened, they will own 
their Guilt, and ſay as Judas, 1 have fu. 
ned, Matth. xxvii. 4. Though he did 
nothing but by the determinate Counſel 
and Fore knowledge of God, and that which 
Satan bad put into his Heart, John xiti. . 
AR. ii. 23. And it will be an Aggrava- 
tion of Mens Miſery, that they ſhould 
loſe Heaven through their own Careleſ- 
neſs, and exchange it for a Trifle. Should 
a Man have a dear Wife dangerouſly 
Sick, and give her Poyſon to kill her, in- 
ſtead of | yſick to cure her, | meerly 
through his own Negligence, ugg he 
woul with her, "—_ 

11. wy” : 6 
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he ſhould ſee, his own Overſight : 
Or ſhould he in a drunken fit ſtab his 
Children, certainly his firſt Work, after 
he ſhould come to himſelf again, would 
be to ſtab himſelf. But what are theſe 
to our Souls, our Darling, our only 
Ones? Pſal. xxii. 10. which we wound 
worſe than the poor Lunatick Man, that 
cut himſelf with Stones. We ſhall come 
to ourſelves ; and have far different Ap- 
prehenſions of all Things, as ſoon as 
our Souls look out of thele dark Priſons 
of our Bodies, and begin to ſee by. the 
Light of another World. A Child that 
ſhould have the Writings of a fair Eſtate, 
and ſell them for Trifles, looking but up- 
on the bulk of Paper or Parchment, not 
regarding the Contents of them, and af- 
terwards when he comes to be a Man, 
ſhould live in Diſgrace and Miſery, 
while he ſees another bear high in the 
World with his Eſtate, would bewail too 
late his own childiſh Vanity : But what 
is this to our ſelling of our Hopes of 
Heaven for the Pleaſures of Sin, in the 
midſt of which the Heart is ſorrowful, and 
the End of which is heavineſt > Regardin 
the Goſpel no more than a Yory out o 
Pliny, looking on the Scriptures but as 
waſte Papers. Cleopatra's Prodigality in 
drinking a little Pearl at one Draught, 
was nothing to ours. We were never 

E 2 put 


upon our own 


&, 
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put to it, as Lyſmachus, to loole a King 
dom, and ſubject our ſelves to per 
tual Slavery for a draught of Water. Ob! 
with what pay gas ſhall, we refle& 
Folly and Madneſs, when 
we ſhall have Time and Occaſion to ſet- 
cle theſe Things in our Hearts | We ſhall 
need no Devils to torment us, mo Fire to 
burn us; our ownConſciences will conti- 
nually ſcourge us, and we ſhall for ever be 
our own Tormentors, when we ſhall be 
awakened to ſmite upon our Thigh, and ſy, 
hat 1 have done? | + 4 
There will be yet a further Puniſhment 
of Senſe ; the Scripture calls it Fre and 
Brimſione ; which if we undgtſtand lite- 
rally, and in a proper Senſe, we may ca» 
ſily imagine the dreadfulneſs of ſuch 8 
Puniſhment, or at leaſt learn to. under» 
Rand it by holding our Hand in, a hot 
Furnacg but for one Minute : And this 
is Fire, which ſhall not ſuddenly devour 
or annihilate us (as ſome imagine) but 
rey eternally upon Men, and neyercon- 
lume them. The Beaſt and the falſe Pre 
phet ſhall be tormented Night and Day fot 
eur and ever, Revel. xx. 10. Otherwiſe 
rne Devils with wham (as I have ob- 
terved) we ſhall flare in the fame Mile 
ry, would rathęr rejoyce, than tremble 
at the Thoughts of the laſt Judgment, 
it they ſhould then be preſently reduced 
5 | to 


to nothing. See more of this in Auſtin 


De civitate Dei, lib. xx. cap. 10. But if 


we underſtand this figuratively, or me- 


taphorically, then certainly God hath 


choſen that which is the moſt exquiſite 
Pain which we can conceive of, to ſet 


forth ſomething elſe, which we know not 


how otherwiſe to frame a Notion of in 
our Minds, and which doth "as far ex- 
ceed ſuch ſenſible Things as are uſed to 


expreſs it, as the Glory of Heaven doth - 


exceed all that Glory which is borrow» 
ed from the Creatures to expreſs it to 
our weak imperfe& Underſtandings. 
Further, this Puniſhment will be with» 
out any Allay: In Hell there is pure 
Darkneſs z there will not be a drop of 
Water allowed to refreſh in thoſe ragin 

Flames ; and Company, which ſome tal 

of, will but encreaſe Mens Torments. 
And as there will be no Allay, ſo no In- 
termiſſion, no /ucida intervalla; As there 
will be no Night of Darkneſet in Heaven, 
ſo there will be no Night of Reft in Hell. 
And to compleat the Miſery of that Con- 
dition, there will be no End of it. Eterni- 
will make their Miſery perpetual; bur 
the Belief and Conſideration of Erernity, 
vill make it inſupportable, and ſwallow: 
Men up in a hideous Deſpair: they ſhalt 
delike Men toſſed in the midſt of the Sea, 
the Waves rolling one after another. It 
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he could ſee any Land behind thoſe 
3 Surges, there might be ſome Hopes; 
t to ſee nothing but the vaſt Ocean, 
and the Waves ſwelling higher and high- 
er, and raging againſt him like a Giant, 
this 1s that which amazeth him: And 
ſuch will the Thoughts of Eternity be 
then to miſerable Sinners, when lifting up 
their Heads to ſee if they can deſcry a- 
ny End of their Miſery, they ſhall ſee 
thouſands of Ages multiplying themſelves 
to Infinity, and there will be no Reme+ 
dy left, but they mult ſink down into an 
everlaſt ing Deſpair; neither will time or 
ſuffering at all alleviate their Miſery, as 
the Poet ſaith of thoſe, who by enduring 
Poverty make it at length more eaſy to 
born: As our multiplyed Thoughts of 
the Happineſs of Heaven, will not cloy 
and weary, but increaſe our Pleaſure 
and Fruition ; ſo wilt our Thoughts of 
Torment, more enrage thoſe eternal 
Flames which ſhall burn within us, and 
make that burning Furnace glaw more 
and more; that as the duration of Mens 
Miſery draws it forth Extenfively, ſo it 
will alſo aggravate it Intenfveh, till it 
come to, that Extremity, beyond which 
there can be imagined no Degrees to 
which it may be further heightened. 
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How much Religion conduces to the Good 
of Humane Societies. And firſt, 
of Families, preſcribing ſuch Rules 
to all therein, as well obſerved, 
—_ make them Happy in each*v- 
Fer. | 


F thou be Wiſe, thou ſhalt be Wiſe for thy 
I Jelf, ſaith the wiſeſt of, Men, 75 ix. 
12. He that hath the Fear of God, 
which is the beginning, or chief and 
principal of all Wiſdom, doth (as is e- 
yident from what has been ſaid already) 
beſt provide for himſelf, and conſult his 
own ſoveraign Good: And indeed God 


hath out of his abundant Goodneſs to 


Mankind, ſo twiſted -and interwoven 


their Happineſs with his own. Glory x 


in the Buſineſs of our Salvation, that 
while they beſt ſerve him, they do moſt 
advantage themſelves ; and according as 


they ſeek his Glory, they promote their 
own Happineſs. But yet we are not 


born for our ſelves; but as every Member 
ſhould do its Office for the common 
Good of the whole Body, ſo every Man 
ſhould, as a Member of the Univerſe or 
Community, ſtand the Whole in ſome * 
OR E 4 Stead. 
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Stead, and not be as a Wen or a Wolf, 
a Diſcaſe or Deformity only, drawing a- 
way Nouriſhment from the Body, with- 


out doing it any Service; being an un- 


profitable Burden of the Earth, living un- 


 defired, dying unlamented. 


Wherefore I will now come to conſi- 
der, Man as a ſociable Creature, and as he 
ſtands in relation to others; and ſo we 


ſhall find that a good Man is acommon Gord, 


and that Religion and Holineſs doth nat 
only make Men Tzudikim, or Juſt, but 


Cbafidim, or Good, for which (if for any) 


Men will venture their Ljyes, Rom, 


8 5 | 3 5 
Ek 155 firſt, I ſhall conſider Men in an 


Oeconomical State; Families being the firſt 
in order among the Societies of Men; 
others being made up of a Conjunction 


or Combination of ſeveral Families, as 


amilies are made up of ſeveral Perſons, 
Now in Families there is a threefold So- 
1. Conjugal 8 ) Huſband and Wife. | x 
2. Paternal < 3 Parents and Children. 
3. Deſpotical () Maſters and Servants. 
| Though all theſe be not found in eve- 
ty Family, yet they are all found in ſome, 
and ſome in all. And let us but conſider 


the Rules preſcrib'd to all theſe by Chriſt 
400% in 
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in the Goſpel, and we ſhall ſee a perfect 


draught of Oeconomicks, and the moſt ex- 
at Patern of an happy well · governed 


Family. And if any profeſſing Godli- 
neſs do not come up to ſuch Rules, what 


] have undertaken to prove holds Good 


in The; and it is not Mens Godlineſs, 
but their want of it, which is to be 


blamed ; though we may find this a- 


mongſt Chriſtians, ſooner than Plato find 
his Cummon- wealth, or the Stoicks their 
perfeci Man. + „ 13th 

For the Conjugal Society, Husbands are 


to love their Wives as themſelves, as their 


own Bodies: yea, as Chriſt loved his 
Church, a Proof of which. he gave in 
giving himſelf for it: So that he is to 
provide for her whatever is meet and 
neceſſary; not to be bitter againſt her; 


to be tender towards her; giving ho- 


nour to her, by how much more honour 
God. hath. given to him; to inſtruc her 
in whatever is meet for her learn of him; 


and in a Word, to forſake all others in 


the World, and cleave only to her; rec : 
koning her and himſelf no more two, but 
one Fleſh. Mies, on the other Hand, 


are obliged to ſubmit themſelves te their 


Husbands, to reverence them,. to obey 
them, diligently and frugally to manage 
the Affairs of their Family, and to eafe 


their Husbands as far as may ehe i 
| bur- 
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burden of Cares that lies on them; and 
to carry themſelves with that Prudence, 
Modeſty, Chaſtity, Gravity, that they 


may bea Crown to their Husbands; that 


the Heart of their Husbands may truſt 
fafely in them, and that they, may do 
them Good, and no Hurt, all their 

So in the Paternal Society, Parents are 
bound to take Care of the Souls of their 
Children, and to bring them up in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, 
to teach them the Way wherein they 
mould walk, while _—_— Young: and 
to take Care of their Bodies alſo, pro- 
viding for them, laying up Portions! for 
them, and not to uſe too much Rigour 
and Severity towards them, ſo as te diſ- 
courage them; yet to give them that 
moderate Correction, which the Vanity 
of Childhood and Youth many times 
makes neceflary. So Children are to obey 
their Parents in all Things lawful ;-to- 
honour and reverence them; to requite 
their Care of them, by maintaining them 
(if need require) in their old Age; con- 
cealing their Infirmities, and abſtaming 
from all Expreſſions of Contempt and 
Diſreſped., ' ene 
In the Deſporical Society Maſters are o- 
dliged to exerciſe Humanity towards 
their Sexvants, not ruling them 1 
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much Imperiouſneſs or Rigour, conſider- 


ing they have a Maſter themſelves like-- 


wiſe in Heaven, of whom they would 


not be dealt with in Strifneſs and Seve- 


rity : They are to provide for them, to 


give them that which is juſt for their 


Service; yea, that which is reaſonable 
and equal, rewarding Induſtry and Faith- 
fulneſs with more than Servants can in 
Strictneſs require. So Servants are bound 
to ſubmit themſelves to their Maſters, 
not only in doing their Work, but doing 


it in ſimplicity and ſingleneſs of Heart, 


as to God, conſidering it as a Duty 
which they 'owe to God, as well as to 


Man, and that they muſt look for their 


Recompence from Him ; So they muſt 
ſtudy to pleaſe their Maſters, not prove- 
king them by rude or croſs Anſwers, not 
purloyning or waſting unneceſſarily their 
Maſters Goods, not taking of their time, 


which is their Maſters, to ſpend in their 


own Service, or in Pleaſure, or Idleneſs. 
Ohl how happy would Families be, 
if all therein did obſerve theſe Rules ? 
We ſhould have no Complaints of the 
Churliſtneſs or Careleſneſs of Huibands, 
of the Prodigalityand Diſloyalty of Hives, 
of the Harſhneſs or Severity of Parents 
and Maſtert, of the Undutifulneſs and 
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S.CT. XUE 

How far Religion advances the Hap- 
pineſs of Kingdoms and Conimon- 
wealths ; not only Naturally, as it 
preſcribes the beſt Laus and Rules 
0 all. farts of Perſons, and keeps 
Men within the: Bounds of. their Du- 
iy; but Morally, as it brings down 
Bleſſings, keeps off Judgments. | The 

falſe Accuſations which | Chriſtians 

ape Jain under in all Ages, Juli. 
Ang wicked, P olicy. 35 8 1 32:6 101 vl 
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NO W let us proceed to confider Man 
| in a Politick State, as a Part of a 
Kingdom or Common-wealth: And if we 
would deſcribe ſome Utopia, or ſet down 
a Model of a happy well-grounded 
flouriſhing Common-wealth ; we need 
go no further than the Seriptures for 
our Maxim, and deferibe the ſeveral 
Members of it according to what the 
Goſpel requires that they ſhould be. 1 
know the great Ones of the World have 
deen jealous of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
as Herod was troubled when he firſt heard 
of his Birth. I know not-what-Qccalt- 
on the Abuſes of ſome Impoſtors _ 
. | ave 
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have given to Mens Prejudice and Suf- 


picion; but (as faid before) that the 
Obſervation of Chriſt's Precepts would 
prevent more Diſeaſes,” than his Mira- 


cles cured; ſo I may boldly affirm, that 
his ſpiritual Kingdom, were it ſet up in 
the World, (that is, did his Laws take 


Place, and were they duely obſerved) 


they would attract more, and be more 


taking, than his ſuppoſed earthly Mo- 
narchy, which made Mulritudes run after 


him in the Days of his Fleſh, Jobs vi. 
And it is the great Honour of Religion, 


and dn evident A rgument of the real 


Worth and Excellency of it, that not only 


thoſe whoſe corrupt A ffections have bat. 
ffed their Judgments to believe that Reli- - 


gion is but a Fancy, a deviſed Fable, or 
at leaſt: to wiſh and pretend it to be ſo; 
but the wiſeſt of ſuck Men as have fok 
lowed the Dictates of natural Reaſon; 


and Men whom none can imagine to 


have been foreſtalled with too favoura- 
ble an Opinion of ' Religion; or to have 
been und,, ſuperſtit iouſiy over-aw'd 
by a Deity; thar theſe, J ſay, ſuch as Pla. 


o, Plutarch, - Tully, © Senecu, Mac hiauel, 


Campanella, ſnould look upom it as ſuch 
a good Engine for moving the huge Bo- 


dies of Kingdoms and Common-wealrhs; 


yea, a neceſſarybaſ to found Government 
upon, (as Plutarch ſheweth) 9 
Oe | whic 
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which it can no more ſubſiſt, than a Ca- 
ſtle or City in the Air; it ſhews clearly 
that there is that propoſed in Religion, 
which if Men (according to their Opi- 
nion) can be but flattered into a belief 
of, it will keep them in their due Place 
and Order, that every Part of ſuch a 
vaſt Machina may move regularly. And 
it is a good Obſeryation of the Hiſteri- 
aàn, that Rome had the Happineſs in the 

firſt founding of it, to have ſuch Kings 
ſucceſſively, as did by degrees take Care 
ol ſuch Things as did moſt conduce to 

to its Flouriſhing and Eſtabliſhment; and 
that when Romulus had built thę City, 
and erected a new Kingdom, Nuns 
Pompilius did immediately ſucceed him, 
and eſtabliſh Religion and the Worſhip of 
God, ſo far as the Light of Nature would 


guide him thereto. And the Truth is, 


the Belief of another Life after this, and 
of ſome inviſible Power ſuperior to the 
Power of Man, is abſolutely neceſſary 
for the ſwaying and managing choſe to 
great Engines of Hope and Frar, which 
turn about the whole World: So that (as 
Campanella well obſerves). Religione e ani- 
aun della Republica e diffefa della legge na- 
turale, & c. Religion it the Sul of a Con- 
mon · wealth, aud Bulwarkof the Lat of Na+ 
ture; becauſe the Love and Fear of God, 
of eternal Puniſhments and Rewards, do 

0 COMP 
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compel Men to the OlYervation of the 
Law. What will a Man care. for his 
Life, if he apprehend that there is none. 
after this? And there 5 is no means to re- 
ſtain Men from whatever Inſolences or 
Violences they may think neceſſary to 
the Contentment of their preſent Life, if 


they do not look for an After-reckoning : 


But they might well ſay, Let us Zat and 
Lrink, for to Morrow we ſpall Die; and 
rather contemn a miſerable Life, than o · 
mit any means for. the bettering of it. 


Hie that ſets Light by his own Life is Mas 


ſter of another Mans, faith Seneca. And 
we know the Form of Indictments in 
our own Law for any Crime, is Such a 
ane not having the fear of God before his 
Eyes, did wickedly, &c. commit ſuch an 
Act. And Abraham thought when he 
was in Gerar, that they would not ſtick: 
at any the vileſt Action, becaufe, as he 
ſuppoſed, the Fear of God was not in that 
Place, Gen. xv. 10; *© So we find the 
* Atheiſt in Lucretius, Lib. i. complaining! 
of his being over-aw'd by the Suſpi- 

* cion which he had of an eternal Pu- 

* niſhment after this Life: If he could 
* have been aſſured that there ſfould be 
* no Life after this, or that then there 
e ſhould. be an end of Mens Sufferingss 
he could eaſily laugh at Religion, and 
" deſpiſe the threatnings of their Yates. 
cc But, 
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C Bur, ſeeing he knew not the Nature 
© of the Soul, whether it was propagat- 
« ed with the Body, or infuſed ; whe» 
ee ther it did dye with the Body, or 
et were caſt into the Sygian Lake, he 
«© could not free himſelf from the Fears 
% of an eternal Miſery after Death, _ | 
But I will come more particularly to 
ſhew how Religion doth contribute: to 
the Happineſs. and Welfare of the Soci- 
eties of Men, ſetting the Boundaries of 
every one's Duty, prefcribing to all, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt; telling the 
great Ones of the World, that they which 
Rule over Men muſt be Juſt, ruling in the 
fear of God, whoſe Kingdom is over all, 
Who Rules in the Kingdoms of Men, 
and gives them to whamſoever he will; 
and he makes them his Miniſters, not to 
be Terrors to good Works, but to Evil To 
be Fathers to the Poor, and to ſearch out 
the Cauſe which they know not; to break the 
Jaws of the Wicked, and pluck the fpoil.out 
of their Teeth. Inferiors are thereby like- 
wiſe inſtructed to ſubmit themſelves to their 
Sup:riors, to give them due Honour and Tris 
bute, to be ſubject for Conſcience Sake, which 
is the beſt Foundation of Loyalty and 
Fidelity : As Conſtantius would ſay, thoſe 
that would not be true to. God, would 
not be true to him. 57's 
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If any ſhall here ſay, Quid Verba audi- 
am? We have found the contrary true, 
and have oft ſeen Religion made a Cloak 
to palliate Sedition and Rebellion; I 


might anſwer by an Antiſtrophe, retorting 
the ObjeRion ; It ſeems, Religion is 


Good in itſelf, becanſe it is made uſe of 
to palliate that which is Evil: Men do 
not counterfeit ordinary Stones, or Iron, 
but Go/d and Pearls, as I have already 


upon Occafion obſerved : If Satan be 


transformed into an Angel of Light, 


what wonder if his Miniſters be ſome- - 


times transformed into the Servants of 


God ? I may again fay with Tertullian, 
Si accuſaſſe ſat eſt quis erit inuocens > None 


can maintain their Innocency, if upon a 
bare Accufation they fhall be eondemn- 
ed, without a fair hearing. Not Chriſt 


himſelf, John xix: 12. Nor his Followers, 
Afts xvii. 7. This odious Crimination 


hath: been uſed in ſeveral Ages, as the 
moſt effectual Means to ſubject Chriſti- 


ans to the diſpleaſure of Princes, and fo 
popular Hatred; which they had fome 


Pretence for in thoſe Times, when the 


Emperors enjoined ſuch Things by their 


Authority as Chriſtians did juſtly ſcru- 


ple; which occaſioned that wicked Poli- 


cy of Julian, (that he might avoid the 
Imputation of Perſecution, which he ſaw 


was grown Odious) to ſet the Heathen 


Idols 
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114 The chief Intereſt of Man; *%, 
Idols by the Emperor's Statue, that while 
they refuſed to give religious Honuur to 
the one, they might be accuſed of deny- 
ing civil Reſpec to the other. 

Let us now deſcend to confider the A- 
ſpect that Religion hath upon Fellow-Ci- 
tizens or Subjects, or how it conduceth 
to the mutual Benefit and Advantage of 
them. And firſt, let us conſider what an 
Influence that general Rule of Chriſt, 
Mat. vii. 12. would have upon all Man- 
kind, to bring back again the Golden Age, 
if when we have to do with others, we 
would put our ſelves into their Conditi- 
on, and conſider how we would deſire 
to be dealt with in ſuch a Cafe. How 
_ gently and tenderly would beten Car» 

ry themſelves towards their Inferiors, and 
with how much Reſpect and Obſervance 


would Inferiors carry themſelves to their 


Superiors 2 The Rich would not with- 
hold from the Poor, when he had where- 
with to relieve him,and ſupply his wants, 
but would bring upon himſelf the Bleſſing 
of him who is ready to periſh, and make the 
Heart of the Por to rejoice and fing. The Poor 
would not by his Idleneſs be unneceſla- 
rily burdenſome to the Rich, or commit 
Rapes upon his Charity, but would la- 
bour diligently with his Hands, and a- 
bate the Allowance which Men ordinarily 
give ta their Luſts, that ſo he might be 
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ceive. The Lender would not take Ad- 
vantage of the Neceffity of the Borrow- 
er, nor the Borrower ungratefully de- 
fraud the Lender; the Seller would not 
deceive or over: reach the Buyer, nor the 


Buyer undervalue the Goods of the Seller. 


Conſider further, how Chriſt more 
particularly requires that we ſhould be 


like God in Goodneſs, doing good to- 


all, forgiving Injuries, and making 
their Condition our own, ready to be 
ane for each other, (as Ignatius oft 
ſpeaks) /aying down our Lives for aur Bre- 
thren, dwelling in Love, which works na ill 
t0 her Neighbour, envies not, vaunts not it 


ſelf, is not puffed up, behaves not it ſelf un« 


ſeemingly, ſeeks not her own, is not eafily pro 

woked, thinks uo Evil, rejoyceth not in Ini 
ity, but in the Truth; bears all Things, 
lieves all Things, hopes all Things, ſuffers 


all Things. If ſuch Commands of Chriſt 


were obſerved, Men might beat their 
Swords into Plow-fhears, their Spears in · 
to pruning Hooks; there would be no- 
leading into Captivity, no complaining\. 
in our Streets, no vexatious Suits,. no- 


groaning of the Oppreſſed, no Extremi- 


ty of Poverty or Want, to put Men up- 
on Violence, private Injuries, publick _ 
Sedition. If Men would, according too 


the Command of Chriſt, obey thein 


Teachers, 
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In a Capacity rather to give than to re- | 
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116 The chief Intereſt of Man; or, | 
Teachers, prove all Things, hold faſt 
that which is good, -prefer others in 
Honour before themſelves, not thinking 
of themſelves above what is meet, nog 
being wiſe in their own Eyes, but hum 
bly enquire after Truth, ſuſpecting their 
own Jada following aſter- thoſe. 
Things which make for Peace and Edifica- 
tion, ſtudying to be quiet, letting their 
Moderation be made known toall Men : 
And if thoſe that are Teachers and Ru - 
I lers in the Church would not lord it o- 
|. ver the Heritage of God, but be gentle 
| towards them, as a Nurſe to her Chi- 
dren, not ſeeking theirs, but them, "= 
ing all Things for their edifying, we 
ſhould ſoon ſee an end of Diviſions aud 
Schiſms, and Separations in the Church. 
If any here object, that I fancy a 
Church of Cathariſts, and ſuch Purity and | 
Holineſs in Men, as is not to be expect- 
ed in this World;'I anſwer, I ſpeak of 
what is rather tobe defired than hoped for, 
and what Religion would do towards 
the Happineſs of Mankind, were the 
Rules of it duly obſerved, and would 
Men. be faithful to the Principles of it; 
which is ſufficient to this Apology, which 
I here make againſt ſuch as would re- 
proach it, and bring it into diſgrace in 
the World; and to prove, that the more 
Religion flouriſheth in any Nation, the 
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Tragedian; Where Modeſty, Righteouſneſs, 
Holineſs, Piety and Faithfulueſs are neglected, 
that Kingdom cannot long ſtand. _ 
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happier it is, and the better ordered: | 
And. that we may conclude . with the 


And if any think this would do well 


indeed, if all would agree to do thus: I 
anſwer, the Neglect of others doth not 


diſcharge us from our Duty; we owe it 


to God, though Men ſhould not deſerve 
it, or requite it with a reciprocal Care 
of Juſtice and Equity. And farther, it 
is a great Advantage for railing our Ho- 
nour, when others neglect their Duty. 
Noah and Lot living amongſt ungodly 


Men, in a wicked Age, ſhining as Stars in 
a dark Night, had a ſingular. Teſtimony 


of God's ſpecial Favour, in his deliver- 


ing them from the common Calamity 
wherein others were involved, and lea- 
ving an honourable mention of them up- 
on Record to all Generations. 


There. is yet another Way, whereby 


* * 


gopd Men do promote the Heal-Publick, 


and that is by the Education of Chil- 
dren, which in well governed Common» 


wealths there hath always been a ſpecial. | 


Care taken for. Thoſe are counted good 


Plant ſuch Things as the Common-wealth 


may be the better for, and enjoy the 
Fruit of when they are dead and gone: 
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118 The chief Intereſt of Man; or, 
But thoſe that ſtock the Common- wealth 
with Plants of Righteouſneſs, which may 
in future Times bring forth the Fruits of 
Juſtice and Equity, do more promote 
the publick Good And thoſe who let 
go Foxes and Wolves, are not more 
worthy of Puniſhment, than ſuch as bring 
up Children in a Common-wealth, which 


- through their Fault, and negle& of good 


Education, are addicted to nothing but 
Idleneſs and Luxury. And as Midwives 


form and faſhion the Head while the 


Bones are tender, ſo Parents ſhould fa- 
ſhion their Childrens Minds, and form 
their Manners, while they are Tender 
and Plyant; which if then neglected, do 


very hardly afterwards yield to Diſcipline 


Ecclefiaſtical or Civil. 
Thus far I have ſhewn how Godli- 
neſs doth promote the Good of a Nati- 


on in a way of natural Cauſality. There 


is yet another way whereby it doth con- 


duce thereto; and that is by a moral Cau- 
ſality God delivering often the Iſland of the 
Innocent, which is delivered by the pureneſs 
of his Hands, Job xxii. 30. Theſe are as 


the Trees in a Cauſey, which having 
Life and Subſtance in them, though 


ſometimes they caſt their Leaves, do 

keep it from going to ruin and mould- 

ring away ; to which the Prophet is 

ſuppoſed to allude, ſa. vi. 13. 1 _ 
| A 
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Abab himſelf looked upon the good Pro- 
phet as the Troubler of Iſrael, who indeed 
was as the Chariot and Horſemen thereof for 
irs Security and Defence. And he juſtly 
retorted that Crimination upon Ahab 
himſelf. So in the primitive Times, if 
there were War, Earthquakes, Plague, 
Inundations, the poor Chriſtians muſt to 
the Lions, as if they were the Cauſe of 
it. When Aurelius upon Experience found 
that they prevailed more by their Pray- 
ers for the Good of the Empire, than 
others could by Prayers and Arms; ſo 
that he deſired the Senate to ceaſe their 
Perſecution againſt them, leſt they ſhould 
turn thoſe ſpiritual Weapons againſt the 
Empire, the effe& of which he had found 
in ſuch an eminent Inſtance, and that 
they might pray for the Good of the 
Empire. As Darius deſired that the 
Jews might offer Sacrifice of ſweet Savourt 
anto fie God of Heaven, and pray for the 
Life of the King, and of his Sons, Ezra vi. 
10. Upon the ſame Ground Juſtinian 
(as we may ſee, Conftit. vi. ad Epiphani - 
um) took ſuch Care for the eſtabliſhing 
of the true Religion, and for the Ob- 
ſervation of thoſe ſacred Rules which 
were given by the Apoſtles, as that which 
would conduce muth to the Happineſs 
of the Empire, and eſpecially for the 
ſettling of a pious Miniſtry, by whoſe 
; Prayers 
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Prayers he hoped for ſo great Bleſſings 
upon himſelf and his Government. And 
a uiſe and great Prince in our own Me- 
mory, doth not only acknowledge that 
natural Influence which Religion hath 
upon the Obedience of Subjects, (where- 
of I have a little before ſpoken) who 
himſelf doth beſt expreſs his own Senſe 
of it. I is no wonder (ſaith he) if Men 
unt fearing God, ſhould not honour their King, 
They will eafily contemn ſuch Shadows of 
God, who reverence not that ſupreme and a- 
dorable Majeſty, in Compariſon of whom all 
the Glory of Men and Angels is but 'Obſcurt- 
ty. But as knowing alſo how far it doth 
conduce mora!ly to the Happineſs of a 
Nation, gives it in Charge to his Son 
(his Majeſty now reigning in England) 
to begin and end with God, and always to 
 krep up ſolid Piety, and thoſe fundamental 
Truths, which mend both the Hearts and Lives 
of Men; it being not only the Glory of Mice: 
to advance God's Glory, but the means to make 
them proſperous, and keep them from being mi- 
ſerable. Whereupon his Majeſty, as re- 
membring ſuch pious Words and Coun- 
ſels of his Royal Father, did at his fiſt “ 
Reſtoration expreſs his juſt diſpleaſure 
againſt ſuch, as pretending a great Teal 
to his Cauſe and Service, did not only 
diſcredit it by the Licenſe of their Lives 11 
and Manners, but hazard the driving a- Vi 

way 
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way thoſe approaching Mercies, which 
they ſhonld rather have acknowledged 
in their ſeveral Stations, with Circum- 
ſpection, Inteprity, and Reformation in 
their Lives. It is ordinarily ſaid, | 


Deliran Reges plettuntur Achivi. : 


But it is true on the other Hand alſo, 
that Rulers are puniſhed for the Sins of 
the People, 1 Sam. xii. 25. God order- 
ing it ſo in his wiſe and righteous 
Providence; not only as they partake 
many times in each others Sins, but as 
they have a joint Intereſt, ſo as one ſuf- 
ters in the Sufferings of another. I remem- 
ber Machiavel (who was never thought 
to be. over-preciſe, or to be troubled 
with a bogling Conſcience ) complains 
of it in his Common-wealth, Cap. 12.de 
Republica, as that which he feared would 
be the Ruin of ah, © that Wickedneſs 
did ſo much abound, and that there was 
« {uch a decay of Religion amongſt them; 
* and they were ſo far degenerated from 
« the Purity of the primitive Times, 
that they had Reafon to expect the Ven- 
« geance of God upon them. Where» 
upon he ſhews how neceſlary it is for 
Princes to have a ſpecial Care for the _ 
© Preſervation of the Purity of Religion; 
which I am ſure is an innocent Policy, 
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and the wiſe Obſervation . or Aſſertion 
which he lays down : For, beſides that 
the Church hath always been. a burden. 
ſame Stone, which hath broken in Pieces 
all that have burdened themſelves with it, 
Zach. xii. 3. Whilſt Righteouſneſs doth 
exalt a Nation, Prov. xiv, 34. Wickedneſs 
(like the Talent of Lead in the Ephah, 
Zach. v. 8.) finks it down. We know 
ten righteous Perſons would have ſaved | 
a Sodom; and God would do nothing a- 
inſt it, whilſt there was one in it. And 
if God did not, for the Sake of ſuch, 
many times ſpare Nations, and ſhew 
them ſome peculiar Favour, there had 
been no ground for that which he himſelf 
hath pronounced of them, that they are 

ſuch, of whom the World is not worthy. 


15 
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b An Enquiry into the Cauſes why Re- i 
, ligion is ſo much neglected. The 


h remoter Cauſes, the Corruption of 
s Man's Nature, the Malice and 
Power of the Devil; the nearer 
f Wm Cauſe, the prevalency of Senſe a- 


gainſt Faith and Reaſon ; which 
d is removed, by ſhewing in how ma- 
„ 7 Inſtances of our Lives we do 
by Reaſon correct the Errors of 
il Swe | INE 


P HE that ſhall read what I have hi- | 
therto written, and obſerve the ge- | 

neral Practice of the World, will per- 
haps wonder, that if theſe Things be 
ſo, Men ſhould no better underſtand 
their own. Intereſt, but generally negle& 
this, which is pretended to conduce ſo 
much to the making of the World hap- 
py : And what I have ſaid, though it 
may ſeem to ſome to have ſome ſhew of 
Probability, will hardly obtain Belief, 
but lie under ſome Suſpicion, like the 
honeſt Projects of ſome Well-wiſher to 
the publick Good, which never obtain= 
ed ſo much Credit as to be reduced to 
RENE To e * 


T. 


Tryal. Wherefore I ſhall a little enquire 
after the Cauſes of that Ungodlineſs and 
E that ſo, generally reigns 
in the World. And tirft, we know the 
Scripture hath oft taught us, that the 
Nature of Man is ſo. corrupted by that 
which is called Original Sin, that the Im- 
maginations of the Theughts of hit Heart art 
eu cuil, aud that. continually; his Heart 
s deſperately wicked, and deceitful alous all 


* 


ings ; his Underſtanding fo darkned, 


that he is alienated from the” Life of God, 
through the Iguorance that is in him: Filled 
with all Unrighteouſneſs,.: Fleſbly Luſti, war- 


ring againſt the Soul, and prevailing 85 oe 
eat 


Members to bring forth Fruit unto [ 
The Wiſdom of the Flaß is. Enmit | ging 
God; fo that Man is Wiſe to, do Evil, but 
he hath no Knowledge to do Good. Now 
Experience doth more confirm. us. in the 
Belief of this, than a Thouſand Argu- 
ments. Again, we oft read of the En- 
mity of the Devil againſt, Mankind ;-and 
though his Power be not much diſcern- 
ed by many, yet it is like the Influence 
of Caleſtial Bodies, (Sun, Moon and 
Stars) upon theſe ſublunary. Things 

Powerful and Effectual, though. not diſ- 
cerned but in the Effects: 1 855 we 
read of his working effefually in. the Hearts 
of the Children of Diſobediemce; of Men be- 
ing talen Captive of him at his W 
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A Diſcourſe of REL1G10K. 125 
of the Strength of Delufion, of his going a- 
bout like a. roaring Lion; of wreſtling with 
Prixcipalities and Powers; and reſiſting the 
Devil aH the Faith. He that ſhould 
have ſeen the poor Man cured by Chriſt, ' 


offering violence to himſelf, and caſting 


himſelf ſometimes into the Fire, ſome- 
times into the Water, would have eaſi- 
ly concluded that he was aRed by ſome 
evil Spirit to ſuch Things as were de- 
ſtructive to his own Nature: So to ſee. 
Men fin againſt their own Souls, and 
run ſuch deſperate Hazards againſt their 
own Intereſt, is a clear Argument that 
they are ated by ſome other Nature, 
which ſecks their Ruin and Deſtru- 
gion. 1 5 
Now theſe may be remote Cauſes of 
the prevalency of that Atheiſm, which 
we ſee and lament in the World; but 
et there muſt be ſome nearer Cauſes 
earched aut: For (unleſs it be in ſome 
ſecret Sympathies and Antipathies) Man 
doth ordinarily act according to Reaſon, 
that is, what is either really ſo, or 
ſcems ſo to him; and there muſt be 
ſome ratio moti ua to elicite or draw forth 
the Ass of his Will, The Grace of 
God is Powerful in good Actions, yet 
it works congruouſly To our rs 
moving by the Means of ſome rational 
Arguments and _ : So the Effi- 
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126 The chief Intereſt of Man; or, 
cacy of the Devil is very great in evil 
Actions; yet he makes nſe for the moſt 
Part of moral Arguments : Tho' he had 
ſuch a Hand in Judas his Treaſon, and 
Ananias his Lying, as that he is ſaid ro 
put theſe Things into their Hearts ; yet, by 
the whole Tenor of their Story, we find 
that there were ſome moral Motives he 
made uſe of, and that it was Covetouſ- 

neſs that did more immediately ſway in 

theſe Sins. | 1 

Now (it ſeems) one main Reaſon of 
Mens Atheiſm, which is more near and 
immediate, is the Prevalency of Senſe ; as 
there are ſome Actions which do prevent 
the Reaſonings of the Mind, which we 
call Actiones Hominis, but not Humanæ; 
which indeed are Actions of Men, but not 
humane Actions, proceeding from the eſ- 
ſential Principle of Man. Objects com- 
ing to the Senſe, before they can have 
| Acceſs to the Underſtanding, the Spirits 
move diſorderly, till the Underſtanding 
raking d of the Matter, do re- 
ctify ſach Motions of the Spirits. As in 
a ſudden Noiſe, or unexpected Sight, the 
Senſes as the Centinels. take the firſt A- 
larm; bur as ſoon as the News is carti- 
ed to the Underſtanding, as the main 
Guard or principal Officer, and found 
to be of no dangerous Conſequence, this 
ſudden Commotion is allayed: So in 
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more important Paſſages of our Lives, 
Senſe makes many diſorderly Sallies and 
Motions, without taking Counſel of the 
Underſtanding ; and Objeas do make 
very deep Impreſſions upon them: And 
the Scripture doth take Notice how much 
we are led by Senſe in this frail State, 
wherein we are ſo, as we may all ſay 
with the Prophet, Lam. iii. 51. Our Eye 
affefts our Heart. This is the Foundati- 
on of the Apoſtle's Argument, 1 John iv. 
20. He that loveth not his Brother whom he 
hath ſeen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not feen ? We have a Thouſand Times 
more Reaſon to love God, than to love 
our Brother, conſidering the Perfections 
and Excellencies that are in God to ren- 
der him amiable, and the Obligations 
which we are under to him, who hath 
done more Ten Thouſand Times for us, 
than all the Friend Which we have in 
the World. But whatever Reaſon there 
may be in the Thing it ſelf, the Apoſtle 
argues according to our poor Capacity, 


and the Acceſs that Things have to us; 


and doth clearly ſuppoſe, that Things 
which have Acceſs to our Senſes, are 
more effectual for moving our Affections, 
than ſuch Things as are only the Object 
of Faith. So though we hear of an In- 
finite Majeſty that created and ſuſtains 


our ſelves, and all other finite Beings ; 
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who ſeeth all our Actions, and will one 
Day call us to an Account for them; and 
likewiſe of an eternal Weight of Glory, 
made up of Things, which Eye bath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor ever entered in- 
to the Heart of Man to conceive: Theſe 
Things do not move us, becauſe they 
are far out of our Sight, and the 
Things of the World which are nearer 
to our Senſes, and are the immediate 
Objects of them, pleaſing the Taſte, de- 
lighting the Smell, tickling and flattering 
the Ear, dazling the Eyes, have more Pre- 
valency upon us. | s 
But yet, upon Examination, we ſhall 
find this is not ſufficient to prevail againſt 
rhoſe important Conſiderations, which I 
have already propoſed, nor to leave 
Mankind excuſable for abandoning him- 
ſelf to the Pleaſures of this Life, ſo as 
to negle& thoſe ber Things which are 
opounded as the Reward of Holineſs. 
| — us but quit our ſelves like Men, and 
enxerciſe thoſe common Principles of 
Reaſon which we exerciſe in other Af - 
fairs of our Lives, and though we cannot 
rhaps thereby ſilence the Clamours of 
pe enſe, yet we may confute them, and 
xeje&t them. Do we not ordinarily {ce 
Men correct the Errors of Senſe by Rez- 
ſon? Do we not ſec them part with their 


Blood, to prevent the Inconveniency of 
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Do not Men drink the moſt unples 
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of Sin, for the Pleaſure of Heaven? Tea, 


2 Diſeaſe, which fer the moſi Part 
they do believe or ſuſpect, not upon the 
evident Demonſtrations (but probable 


Canjectures) of a Phyſician, ot at beſt - 


by their own Reaſon. Do not Men en- 
off of a Member' to 
=— hen out a mi- 
ſome Days ren? 


fave the Body, a 
ſerable Life 12 th 


Potions, for the recoveryof their Health, 
or repairipg their decayed Strength? > Do 
rr Hen anche Bet po ey hk 
in hopes of receivi eaſe of it 

Doth not the Merc r. ſend away his 


Goods, in hope to receive others 
them, which may bring him e. 


4 Advan 
to denying Ungodlineſs and and worldly 


Luſts; Fete. dur ſelves the Pleaſure 


do we not ſee Men ordinarily binding 
their Sons to ſome Apprenticeſhip for ma- 
ny Years, that ſo they may learn a Trade 


to maintain themſelves in ſome Repute 


in the World, when they ſhall come to 
Years? Rather than let them live in + 
dleneſs and Pleaſure, giving up them». 
ſelves to childiſh: Sports and Vanities - 
when they are Young, which would af- 
2 La them to Poverty aud 

| he e a cruel 


that will not thus 
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love his Child with ſuch a prudent Se- 
verity, rather than undo him by a fool 
liſh Indulgence. Yet, how wide a diffe- 
rence is there in theſe Caſes ? And how 
far doth this fall ſhort of expreſſing the 
Unreaſonableneſs of ſuch, as will rather 
enjoy preſent Pleaſures, than prepare for 
future Happineſs? A Child is bound to 
an Apprenticefhip, and he perhaps dies 
before his Time be out, and ſo all his 
Labour and Charge is foft ; or he doth 
not live Seven Tears a Free Man, after 
he hath lived Seven Years in a hard Ser- 
vice. Hut he that gives up himſelf to 
the Service of Chriſt, let it be imagined 
to be as hard as fome Mens Prejudice 
eee them; the ſooner he dies, the 
ooner his Service is ended; and though 
| he die never ſo ſoon, he loſeth not his 
Freedom, but is made a Citizen of Hea- 
ven; and once entered there, he never 
dies, but doth for ever reap the Fruit of 
his Labours. Do we not give Twenty 
Times as much for the Fee-fmple (as they 
ſpeak) of an Eſtate, as it will bring us 
in one Year? And according to the ſame 
Rule, were we ſure to enjoy the Plea- 
ſures of Sin Twenty. Years, and could 
imagine them to be equal to the Joys 
of Heaven, yet we ſhould quit them for 
thoſe everlaſting Pleaſures which we 
ſhould enjoy for ever our fefves ; and 5 
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only for ſome Ages, as we hope to do 
Eſtates on Earth, not in our e but 
only in our Poſterity. Further yet, we ſee 
it is in wain to lay a Snare in the Sight of 
any Bird, Prov. 1. 17. th 


it; or ſwallow the Bait, when they ſec 
the Hook: Yet fooliſh Men do venture 
on Hell, which they are told will cer - 


tainly be the Wages of Sin; and will 


enjoy the preſent Pleaſures of it, though 
they have all the Aſſurance that a Man 
can have of any Thing which he ſees not 
with his Eyes, that it will coſt him his 
Life, and that his Soul muſt rue for ever 
in Hell. God indeed doth not manifeſt 
himſelf to us ordinarily here, nor take 
us up as he did Paul into the third Hea- 
vens, to ſhew us the Glory thereof; but 


he will have us to exerciſe Faith here, 


and to take his Word, which he hath fo 


fully confirmed to us, that we may as 


certainly truſt to it, as if we had the 
cleareſt Evidence in the World. The 


Husbandman caſts his Seed into the 


Ground without any fear or ſuſpicion 
of loſing, having been confirmed by ma- 
ny Experiments in the Hope of receiving 


it again with Increafe ; but a Thouſand 
Experiments will not ſo fully perſwade, 
as a divine Teſtimony confirmed by 
| Covenants, Oaths and Seals, (the ordi- 


dinary 


| 7 will not come 
Into the Net to feed, it they perceive 
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dinary Ways of Confirmation amongſt 
Men:) So that a Divine Faith,' founded 
| — * eg Ref Gow . 1 6 
fauce 0 ings hoped for, which are but 
future, and them as it were real- 
Jy ſubſiſt; and is the Evidence of Things 
wor ſean : confirming them to us, and as 
fully perſwading us of them, tho they 
are not obvious to the Senſe, as any Phi- 
loſophical Demonſtration can confirm 2- 
Truth. So that notwithſtanding the 


Apoſtle owns Senſe to be a great means 


to move Affections in this . frail State 
wherein we are, yet Faith ſerves Belie- 
vers for a ſufficient Foundation of Love 
and Delight: Though abey ſee not Jeſus 
| Chrift, they love bim, aud rejaice in bim-with 
Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 1. Pet. i. 
7 We are fhort ſighted, and cannot ſee a- 
Jar off, 2 Bet. i. 9. but Faith as a Perſpe- 


. FHive brings Things nearer to us, that we 


may judge of them as really preſent. 
Let not our Senſes therefore uſurp Autho- 
ity over Faith and Reaſon, hut let Faith 
and Reaſon have their perfect Work; let 
not the Men of the World be wiſer in their 
Generai:2u than Children of Light ; let us 
not be wiſer in the Things of the World, 
than in the Tizings Heaven. We 
chuſe not the faireſt of Things, (for the 
moſt Part) but ſuch as are more ſervice · 

able and durable ; nor the fr — 
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meaſuring every Thing not by 


that which is wholeſome and nouriſhing: 
We chufe not the cleaneſt-pr pleaſanteſt 
Way, but that which leads to the Place 
which we are going to. So let us judge 
of Things, not accordi 


ing as they pre- 


they have 2 real intrinſick Worth to com- 


mend themſelves ro our Judgments; and 

let us not judge of Things according to 

their ſuitableneſs to our preſent Fancies, 

but as they conduce to our abi * 
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. Keen frderateneſs, another great. Cauſe 

* Atheiſm; againſt which, the 
eft Remedies are a ſerious Appre- 

henſion of the great Moment and 

Importance of Spiritual Things, 

ing 


Freguent Rea and Hearing the 
Werd of God, Chriſtian Communi- 


on and Con ference about Matters of 


Religion, mutual Admonition. The 
Prevalency of evil Cuſtoms and Ha- 


bits, the Folly of W "Me 
pentance. 


Nother chief Reaſon of has Atheiſm 

which abounds ſo much in the World, 
is, nconfiderateneſs : the moſt important 
Truths do not affect us, any longer than 
we conſider them. The Platonifts obſer- 
ved this, who made Knowledge nothing but 
Remembrance, or an actual Conſideration 
of that which Man knows; not reckon- 


ing that to be Knowledge, which lies 


dead in the Habit, and doth not at all 
affect the Soul. And we find that the 
Scripture lays much weight upon this 
Confideration or Remembrance; yea, as 
much as Man's Salvation comes to. We 


may _—_— Ja. 1. 3. there i is an Epimone, 
where- 


* 
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wherein the Prophet lays the Sin of 1ſrael 


upon this, that they did not confider. So 1 
Kings viii. 47. We may obferve Affliction 
brings Men to bethink themſetves, that 
brings them to Repentance, and Repen- 
tance is a means to obtain Pardon : And 
we find by Experience, that when Men 
are by Sicknefs brought to à ſerious 
weighing of Matters, they are eaſily per- 
ſwaded to make good Promiſes and Re- 


ſolutions ;; which when their Minds are 


afterwards (by the Pleaſures of the World) 
diverted from the Thoughts of, they turn 
to their former Courfe : Yea, we ſee ma- 
ny times that Men are ſo ingenuous as to 


yield to Reproofs, and to condemn them - 


ſelves and their own Ways, when they 


are admoniſh'd of them; as if they ſtood 
in need of no more, but to be put in 


Mind of ſuch Things as they have in 
their own Hearts, and only to have Con- 


ſcience awakened. And we find Ezek. 
xviii. 14, 28. that the turning away of a 
wicked Man from the Evil of his Ways, 


depends chiefly upon Confideration. 


I have already ſhewed that the Devil 
is the remote Cauſe of that Wickednefs 
and Prophaneneſs which abounds in the 


World; yet, he uſeth this as the great 


Means to draw Men from God, to di- 


vert their Minds from the Thoughts of 


ſuch Things as may have an Influence up- 
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on their Affections and Actions to make 
a change in them, as we ſee plainly in the 
Parable of the Sower, Luk. viii. 12. Men 
bear the Word, then comes the Devil and 
takes it away out of their Hearts, leſt they 
frould believe:and be ſaved. Firſt, we find 

by Experience that Men are oft ſeriouſ- 
ly affected with thoſe things that they 
hear, while they are lively repreſented to 
their Minds, and preſſed ſcriouſly upon 
their Conſciences: Preſently we obſerre 
that their Thoughts are quite taken off 
from thoſe Things, and (like Water 
which hath been warmed ) they return 


to their old Temper again. We ſee here 
Chriſt himſelf afligns p. Cauſe of it; it 
is the Devil that doth this: Where it is 
ſuppoſed that he hath Power to do it, 
tho we are not ſo eaſily able to under- 
| ſtand how he doth it, unleſs it be by pro- 
' pounding other Objects to us. We ſee 
here his Deſign in it diſcovered, which is 
to hinder their belieuing, and conſequent- 
ly their Saluatias; which we find by ſad 
Experience to be the woful Conſequent 
of this his Malice. Now the moſt effectu- 
al Remedy againſt this Inzcouſiderateneſs, 
would be a ſerious Apprehenſion of the 
| rear Moment and Concernment of theſe 
Things. It is the means which Moſes pre- 
. Cribes to the Mraelitet, Deut. xxxii. 47. 
for ſetting their Hearts to thoſe 2 2 
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your Days. It is a Rule of Pradence ..v 


Eſtate, forget to produce his Evidences, 


This is our Caſe; we are condemned al- | 
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which he teſtified to them: I ins i 
vain Thing for you, (laith he) it is your = 
Life ; and by thoſe Things you ſhall prolong 


which prevails throughout, that we foould 
look to the main Chance, and not neglect 7H 
the important Affairs of our Life. The 
Husbandman forgets many petty Hay 
neſſes, but he never forgets to Plow and 
and Sow. He would be accounted a 
mad Man, that ffiould go ro Marker and 
buy Trifles and Toys for his Children, 
and forget to buy them Bread; a Tray; 
tor will not forget to ſue out his Pardon, 
or a Man that hath a Suit for his whole 


and prepare his Anſwer againſt the Tm. 


ready in Law, John iii. 18. that is in / if 
force againſt us; we know. not how ſoon © Ml 
we ſhall be fetched to Execution. II 2 
Man did but apprehend the danger he 


is in continually, while he is a wicked 
Man, and in an unregenerate Condition, 

ſtanding continually upon the Pirs Brink, 
and ready to fall in, it would ſurely a2 
wake him out of his ſecurity, and pre: 
vent his Sleep, till he ſhould have ſome. f = 
hope of his Pardon; or the Thoughts 
of the infiriite Advantage that true Gai. 
neſs brings with it, would make him con- \ 
tinually apply his Heart to it. The abund- =: 
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ance of the Rich, ſuffers him not to ſleep ; by 
- Reaſon of his e and eras for 
the keeping of it: And we have more 
Cauſe a Thouſand times to be ſolicitous 
in this Caſe, leſt a Promiſe and poſſibili- 
ty being left us of entring into ſuch a Reſt, 
we ſhould by any Means fall ſhort of it. 
The Ordinances of the Goſpel, the 
Reading of the Word, the Communion of 
the Saints, are preſcribed by God as a 
further Remedy of this Evil. Heb. iii. 
13. Daily mutual Exhortation is com- 
mended as a means to prevent the hard- 
ning of our Hearts through the deceit- 
fulneſs of Sin, which the more it is in- 
dulged, the more it inſinuates and pre- 
vails upon us. Mens Knowledge makes 
not the Word of God leſs uſeful to them; 
therefore it is a yain ignorant Thing for 
Men to negle& it, upon pretence of 
knowing as much as their Teachers: Tho 
the Saints to whom Peter writes, were in- 
ſtructed and eſtabliſhed in the Truth, yet 
he thinks it neceſſary to write thoſe 
Things to them, 2 Pet. i. 1 2. to put them 
in Remembrance, and _—_— to ſtir up their 
pure Minds, Cap. iii. 1. The Words of the 
Wiſe being not only as Nails to faſten, that 
Chriſtians may be eſtabliſhed, but as Goads 
to excite, that ſo they may not grow neg- 
ligent, Eccl. xii. 11. and the Word of Mi- 
niſters lies more in awakening the Conſci- 
ence, 
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few Men that live where the Sound of the 


Goſpel comes, but know that, which duly - 


improved, would make a conſiderable 
Change in their Lives: And I think it 


might be of ſingular uſe in a Chriſtian 
Life, for thoſe that have near Relations, 


(if ſuch as are prudent and faithful) or 
thoſe that have Friends which are to 
them as their on- Souls, if they live to- 
gether, and have opportunity to know 
well each others Converſation, ſcrioufly 


to oblige themſelves to each other, if 


they obſerve any thing in each others 


Lives or Carriages which is unbecoming 


their Profeſſion, to take the firſt Oppor- 


tunity (with all Chriſtian Meekneſs and 
Privacy) to Tell them of it; how they 


ſpake ſuch a thing unadviſedly, did this 
thing unſeemly, exceeded in the other 


thing. I know it is a Duty of Zeal and 
Charity, which all Chriſtans owe to each 
other; but thoſe have the beſt Oppor- 


tunity for it, who have daily intimate 


_ Converſation with others, and Advan- 


tage for obſerving the whole Procedure 
of their Lives. And this which I have 


now been ſpeaking of, ' doth likewiſe - 
make that gracious Chriſtian Communi- 


cation, which the Goſpel requires, more 
neceſſary. And for this Cauſe, God did 
| not 
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ence, and quickening the Affections, than > 
informing the judgment: and there are 


not only require it of the Jews, but 
farther enjoins them the uſe of their 
Phylafteries, and the Writing the, molt 
important Periods of the Law upon 


: 


their Gates and Poſts, that ſo the things 


which did fo nearly concern them, might 


be continually ſounding in their Ears, 


and repreſented before their Eyes. 


1 might aſſign further, ſome other 
Cauſes and Cures of Mens Atheiſm and 


Wickedneſs: as the Corruption of Man's 


Nature doth ſtrongly incline a Man to 


Evil, ſo Regeneration is that which doth 


— change their Natures, and diſpoſe them 


to Holineſs. But there are many Acts of 
Morality, which conduce to Mens pre- 
ſent Advantage, (both in a perſonal and 


a relative Capacity) to which Regenera- 
tion is not abſolutely neciſſary; and I 
have already ſpoken ſomething of it, 


it in this place. f 


Concerning the Prevalency of evil E 0 
bits and Cuſtoms, and the Prejudice that 


Sekt. 7. therefore I ſhall ſay no more of 


doth thereby ariſe againſt Holineſs, as | 


alſo concerning the Advantage that one 


who is 2 Chriſtian indeed, (and hath 


Experience of ſpiritual Comforts, and 
the Sweetneſs of the Duties of Religi- 


on) hath above one that is only out- 


wardly a Chriſtian, and doth Duties 
only as a Task, I have elſewhere ſpokes 
| 185 Ilome- 
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aps 1 the NOR 
Part of my Diſcourſe doth wholly mili- 
tate againſt this Folfy of Men, and de- 
prive them of all ſuch Pretence, in that 
beſides the Impradence and extream 
dneſs of putting off that which we 
know not whether. we ſhall ever have _ 
Ice orig ee and leaving a Matter. - 
of ſuch Importance, as our eternal Sal- -: 
vation, at uncertainties) the Advanta 3 4 
which Men have by abſerving the 
cepts of the Goſpel, even in 1 5 Ti. 
do require our moſt ſpeedy” applying our | | 


ſelves to the obſervance of and ar- 
gue the deferring af aur Repentance the 
greateſt Folly; and all that have been 
brought thereto, (eſpegially in their old 
Age) have been ready with Auſtin to 4 | 
— that they have kuoum God too 
late, and tepented that they did no ſooner 
exchange the Pleaſurey of Sin, for +l | 
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of the whole Buſineſs. Now to ſuch I 
anſwer, that if their Doubt be concern- 
ing the Chriſtian Religion, whether that be 
the only true amongſt thoſe which are 
profeſſed in the World: Firſt, The Eſteem 
which it hath obtained in the World, 
and the Reyerence wherewith ir hath 
been received in all Places to which the 
Knowledge of it hath come, may chal- 
lenge from any wiſe Man the moſt ſe- 
rious weighing of .what is offered for 
the Proof of it; which I will not here 
ſtand to ſum up, but will only ſay, (and 
that with much Confidence) that whoſo- 
ever ſhall but ſeriouſly” peruſe what hath, 
: been written in ſeveral Ages, forevincing, 
| the Truth of it, will ſee (at leaſt) ſo much, 
„ Probability for the Truth of it, and ſo 
much Reaſonableneſs and Equity in the 
F Precepts of it, that they will account it 
| Madneſs in any to run the Hazard of 
loſing that Reward which it propounds, 
or ſuffering the Puniſhment which it 
threatens to the Deſpiſers of it, rather_ 
than ſubmit to a Law ſo holy, fo juſt, ſo 
good, Let us ſuppoſe it may prove falſe; 
yet, what would Men loſe thereby? 
Indeed they would loſe their future Re- 
ward, but they would have the preſent 
Advantage of it; for (as Chryſoſtom truly 
ſays, Fur xono/nggs 1 xu a, ſcil. 1 Ae . The 


way of Sin is more difficult than the way 
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ut i par ponatur 'conſuetudo 


dubie mulio dulcior 
cundum vi irtutem 


f ay Aud'T candor but bt ſab- 


joyn the Say ing of a Learned Man, on 


Marth. xi. 29. Precepta e _ J 
WARS. 


ad vełtè vivendum, alteriur ad Pepin, ws 
futura vita que 7 
graviſſima enim tri- 
buta wed endunt qui e, qui 82 
'brdini fervinut : that is, ile * <4 
| ſeveral: Men equally accuſtom 


« ſinful and a oly* Life, the Way | 
« of Vertue and Piety ſhall be found to 


ebe much more pleaſant; and thoſe 
« that are Vaſſals to Ambition, Cove- 
« rouſneſs, Senſuality, will find the Tri- 
« bute heavy which they pay to ſuch 
e Tyrants.” So that as thoſe who ſearch 


into the Secrers of Nature to' find out 


the Philoſophers Stone, though they attain 
not their End, yet find out many Se- 


crets and Experiments, which may be 


pleaſing and uſeful: in like manner, 
thoſe who ſeek eternal Happineſs in the 


Goſpel, though it ſhould” be poſed. 


that they may miſs of it, yer 1 5 75 
find ſuch real Ad vantage by the bſer· 


vation of thoſe Precepts that are there 
given, that their Labour would not be 


in vain, but they would be folly 


recompenced for it. But now ſuppoſe 


the things therein delivered ſhould prove 
true, What a woful Caſe would thoſe be 


in, 
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in, which ſhould be found to be Neglecters 
of it? what a dreadful. thing would it be 
for them to fall io che Hands of the living 
God? And you that think good to ſuſpend 
your Belief of the Truth of the Goſpel, 
that fo you may without diſturbance en- 


joy the Pleaſures of Sin, and prepent re 
Clamours of an unc ait bene e 


ence; gird up your Loyns like Men, and 
tell me, (Ibeſcech you) do the Arguments 
which you have again the Truth of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, as far exceed in probability 
| thoſe which are alledg'd for & Proof of 
| it, as the Glory which it bean or of as 
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the Reward of Holineſs) exceeds the 1" 
Pleafures of Sin, (ſuppoſing that Plea- Rl 
ſure in it which you imagine) or as far © 
as.the Torments threatned as the Wages i 
of Sin exceed the utmoſt Severity that ; 
| Men can be imagined to ſubmit them- 3 
| ſelves to in Obedience. to the Goſpel? = 
| Lea, let Men but act congruouſly, and 9 
: allow as much in Matters of Religion, j 
as in other Inſtances of their Lives, and 0 


. we fhall find that as the Chriſtians of 
N old argued againſt the Heathens, that they 
believed many things in Philoſophy, and 


; human Learning, upon leſs evidence than on; 

what was offered for the Proof of Chri- i 
ſtianity; ſo Men do make much greater BY 

Adventures upon more improbable. v4 

| Grounds, than any they can be imagined * YI 

, to make by conforming themſelves to the „. 

| | G ; Rules ; bs 


| 


146 Tbe chief Intereft of Man; or, 
Rules of the Goſpel upon the Gonnds 

laid down for Confirmation of it. And 
if Men were as ſuſpicious and wary in o- 
ther Things, 2s theſe. Septicks in Matters 
of Religion, they mult not eat, leſt thro 
the Malice or Negligence of ſome, there 
Would be Poiſon mingled with their 
Meat; they muſi not go into an Houſe, leſt 
it ould fall upon their Heads; they muſt 
not abey any Commands of their Prin- 
ces, unleſs they ſhould come and deliver 
them in expreſs Words to themſelves, be- 
cauſe ſome might paſſiblycounterfeit their 
Hands and Seals; yca it is moſt evident, 


that they muſt forbear ſo many things, 
that they would not be fit for Converſe 
with Men, but would quite overthrow. 
buman Sed IEEE. 
Let me go alittle further: I deſire ( in 
good carneſt) to know of Men, what E- 
vidence they requjie to perſuade them 
of the Truth of Chriſtian Religion, and 
it may be what they have already will be. 
found more convincing. Some may fan- 
cy a Voice fiom Heaven would ſatisfy 
them. I anſwer, they hate already a. more 
ſure Word of Neef 2 Pet. i. 19. They 
think perhaps if one ſhould come from the 
other World, of their former Acquaint» 
ance, and tell them what is done there, 
they ſlould believe: but he that doth not 
believe the Scriptures, will not believe the' 
one ſhould ariſe from the Dead, Luke wg A 
| 1 ei- 


Neither do 1 
ledging theſe 
grounding them wholly on its Authori- 
ty; but aſſert them boldly as Theorems, 


which are demonſtrable by Reaſon; be» 


ing aſſured, that there might be more ob- 
jected againſt ſuch Rind of Evidence, 


than is to be objected againſt that whicle 


is brought in the Scriptures. For tell me, 
I beſeech you, in Cafe” there ſhould be 


ſuch a Voice from Heayen, might we not. 


as cafily ſuſpect that our Senſes might be 


deceived, or that it might be ſormed in 


the Air by ſome Spirit, as ſuſpe& thar'we 
ſhould be impoſed upon by the Prophets, 
who wraught” 55 many Miracles for the 
Confirmation of their Miſſion from God; 
who {6, pfainly foretold many! Things ro 
be accompliſted after many Ages, Which 


could nor be fore-ſcen in their Cauſes ; 


that were holy Men, and ſuch as could 
not be i 

ceive, eff 1 #; the Things 
livered 
Danger 40 


which they de- 


'ouble,” and vvere not likely 


to bring them any Advantage in 'the 
World? Or ſhould Moſes, or one of the 
Prophets or Apoſtles arife from the Dead, 


and tell us they did indeed live here up- 


ele Earth i fiich FN and prench 


ſueh Ours god. We „ 
d nnce th 


which tlie Pro- 


phe -; 


8 rhe veſtion, in al- 
1 2 8 Scripture, 


ined to have a Deſign todes 
h as expoſed them to 


4 
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: - phecied, or Preached, are true; they fee 
thoſe who obeyed their Word triumphing 
in Heaven, and thoſe who contemned it 
tormented in Hell; might we not as ea- 
ſily ſuſpe& that this might be ſome Spirit 
which appeared in their Shape to delude 
us, as that the Jeus who are Enemies to 
the Chriſtian Religion, ſhould ' deviſe a 
Writing and diſperſe it abroad in the 
World, which would fo Pe confirm 
the Chriſtian Religion as the Old Teſtament 
doth, which is at this Day owned among 
the Jews; or that thoſe ancient Writers 
ſhould conſpire together to deceive the 
World, in recording the ſame Thin 
which we find in Scripture; or that he 
Scriptures ſhould be tranſlated into fo 
many Lungnagzes, and diſperſed all the 
World over, fo ſoon after the Apoſtles 
times, and none be ſo falſe to the Diyul- 
gers of it, or ſo true to the World, as to 
Sire Notice of it, if it were a Forgery ; 
or that theſe Things ſhould be recorded 
in the "Roman Regiſters and the Ads of 
their Senate, to which Tertullian durſt ap- 
cal, if there had been no ſuch Thing? 
This one Thing would I learn; ſhould 
one come to us, as from the Dead; in the 
Likeneſs of Alexander, Caſer, William the 
Conqueror, Wickliff, Luther, Calvin, and 
tell us in ſober ſadneſs that they were ſuch 
Perſons, that lived in ſuch. a time, did 


ſuch Things, preached ſuch DoQrine Bp: 
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ther ſhould: webelieve ſuch a Teſtimony 
ſooner than the uninimous Conſent of 
and Writinge which are generally recei · 
ved as the Works of ſuch Men) 
++ Tf any ſhall ay, that Tarks. and Mea- 
_thens\-are” as "confident of the Truth of 
that Religion which they were brought 
up in, as we are of the Truth of ours! 1 
anſwer; they have not like Ground ſor 
their Confidence. As for the Heathens, 
what became of their Gods, their Oracles, 
when the Aebrew' Child was born, and 
hen the Goſpel n to ſpread in 
the World? Compare the Miracles where · 
with other Religions have been confirm · 
eds, with thoſe wherewith the Goſpel hath: 
been confirmed, and ſee whether they be 
fo many, ſo confeſſedly above the Power 
of Nature or Art, ſo evidently wrought 
in the ſight of all, as thofe whereby the 
Cbriſtian Religion hath been confirmed. 
What is the Reaſon that the Turks admit 
no enquiry or diſpute about Matters f 
Religion, but require an implicite Faith? 
Truth ſeeks no. Corners, Error ſhuns. the Light. 
Examine the Laws of the Turks and Pa- 
gans, whether there be that Purity, Equi- 
ty, Wiſdom, toufonnucy to right Reaſon,. and 
the Light of Niture, in them, which is 4 
to be ſound in the Scriptures. Examine 
the Ways and Means by which they thex// 
have been deres e whether they haue 
in. ED | 3 
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reach 


through : 
Spirit, againſt the : pretended Authority 
of the Jews, the Wiſdom and Learning 
of the Grecians, the Power and Force of 
the Romans; and Fiſhermen were too 
ard for Rabbius, Philoſophers, Judges, G 
Er oooh th oe roy as - 
alf any object the improbability oſ ſome 
| Things delivered in Scripture; I ſhall only 
. whether there be not ſome 
Things which we are fully aſſured of, either 
by Experiments, or Mathematical Demenſia- 
tin, which to others ſeem as itaprobable, 
as any thing in the Scriptures ſeems to us; 
and ſhall we not grant God to be as much 
wiſer than our felves, as we are Wiſer 
than other Men; and ſuppoſe, he could 
as eaſily convince us of thoſe Things which 
now ſeem impoſſible to us, as we can 
convince others of thoſe Things which 
they cannot at preſent believe? And if the 
ſeeming Contradictions that are in Scrip- 
tures be urged to weaken the Authority of 
them, they are rather an Argument of the 
Integrity and Sincerity of the Pen- men; 
and their leaving things ſo ſecurely, which 
do not at firſt fight ſeem to accord with 
other-Scriptures, ſhews clearly they had 
no Plot to deceive the World, otherwiſe 


they 
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conſdering ene ſeveral Circumitancez:iaf oo 
_ Time, Place; Penſions; Stope;Accafion;the 'Y | 
ſevoral uſes of the fame Word and Ante, 
the Latitude which:albAuthors2iſe in their 
- Writings; the ſeveral n Perſons 
of the fame Name, the ſeveral Names i- 
ven to the ſame Place or Perſon, the dhort- 
noſs of Scriptare-Hiftory,, and: ſupplying 
Al one Plate what is wanting in another, 
the attending rather to Senſe and Sub- 
_ tance; chan to Words and Fhraſes in c- 
"i Scripture; -we:ſhallfind that there is 
| ery fait accord between thoſe Places 
which ſeem to be t the greateſt variance: 
And if we cannot reconeile all Places, yet 
if ute conſider that we have, by attending 
to ſuch Things as L have mentioned al- = 
ready, "compoſed fo many ſeeming diffe- 1 
irences, we may conclude it is fraom out | 
on Jgnorance, that we cannore fe 
the reſt, and that there is yet fomewhat - 
elſe that we are ignorant of, hicb rf We WW 
could find out, we might as eaſily recon- A 
eile the reſt, which. at preſent ſeem moſt 
irreconcilable. And it is obviousitoipreth 
one, ho many Difficulties and Qontra- "oo 
dictions ſeem to be in every Sience, | 
while Men are but Smatterers im it, which 
preſently vaniſh, as ſoon as they come more 


un to underſtand it. But now 1 2 


. 
ay 
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* 
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tene riſtians which 
13 coſels the: eee will by the way ob- 
lerve tlie, that Differtuces do molt 2 
bound, where: Men (upon ſerious 3 
. kenſions' of the Weight. and Importance 
ol the e Matters of Faith) do diligentiy ap- 
biz py he emſelves to underſtand elves 


yſteries of the Goſpel, and. cd) ſoe 
le .own E rape 44h to 
deceired in Matters ſach Mo- 
ment, by depending npon the Teſtimo- 
ny of others, and unwilling to loſe: their 
Souls and Heaven, and God, to ſave 
- Labour of ſeaching after Truth: and i 
thoſe Nations where I have had had. ppp 
tunity to be converſant, I have 5 
moſt Differences amongſt them, which 
have been moſt addicted to Religion, and 
moſt ſolicitous about the Condition of 
ther Souls; and moit Agreement 2- 
mongſt them, which have contented 
themſelves to follow. others by an im 
plicite Faith, without troubling them- 
felves much to: ſearch after Truth; 
and where there hath been ſuch a 
coldneſs and ind ifferency in Matters of 
Religion, that all have quietly aceorded 
together; as the Phileſophers . that 
Cold dothcongregate Hetefogeneal Things, 

or ſuch Things as are of different kinds, 
making them all ro conſiſt quietly toge · 
ther, which Heat doth ſever and dera. 


do that I am almoſt ready to fay with Lu- 


ther, that I know not how to believe, that the 
Goſpel hath been preach'd in a Place uber 


do not 425 Errors and Divifon:. 
And it is further obſeryable as an Amps 


ment of the gen eneral Concurrence of all 
Belief of the Neceſſity and 


Chriſtiansint 
Excellency of an holy Life, that ſetting 
aſide ſome few, who (being themſelves 
| Slaves to vile Affections) have laid down 
fome looſe Principles to patronize their 


oven corrupt Practices, and 'draw' aſter 


them ſuch as are laden with the like ſin- 


ful Luſts; Men of all Opinions and Fer- 
ſwaſions have earneſtly preſſed Men to 


the greateſt ſtrictneſ and aceurateneſs in 
their Converſations, and have ſerved 


themſelves at leaſt of a ſhew of Holineſs, 


as the moſt effedtual Means to induce 
Men to a belief of their Doctrine. 


But to come nearer to the matter, ler | 


us leave dep to ſuſpend their Belief a 
while of 2 hinge © which they fre. 
controverted, and. where. they 


on the other, Fer. their Objection 


holds not againlt | ſuch Things wherein 


all are agreed, as are moſt of the Precepts 
of the Goſpel. That Rule which was 
formerly mentioned, given by our. Savi- 


our 
all Chriſtians, but by the very Heathens. 
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that he would have it written upon the 
Walls of his Palace. So, many other im · 
Fonds Truths, which are a 1 oa 2 
Foundation of the moſt ſtrict and holy 
Converſation, are agreed on amongſt; all; 
 'a$, God's "Omwiſciency, overſeeing all: 
Actions; a future Judgment, wherein 


* 
mult be ſentenced according to their A- 
ions: Inſomuch thar even Robbers, and 
ſuch as conſpire in Wickedneſs, and feem 
to bid defiarce to Heaven, are = wn 
demn d, and witneſs for God agai waa inp 

ſelves, in obliging themſelves to ſecreſy and 


faichfulneſs to each other, by folemn Oaths, 
wherein they ſwear by the Name of that 
God, whoſe Commands they live in the o- 
pen Breach of, and ſo acknowledge him' 
as a Wiineſs and SpeRaror of their Acti- 
ons, and one WhO will ſeverely puniſh the 
Contempt of his Authority, in the Breach 
of ſuch Oaths. Many cannot agree indeed 
about methodizing their Notions, 15 
diſpoſing them into ſuch a. Sytem, as 
that every Part may agree, and wear eig 
may be 4 Harmony in the whole. 
Some cannot agree about the Order an 
Nader of God's Decrees: yet all believe that 
no Decree. doth excuſe à Man's Sin, or” 
that any can pretend any Benefit by their 
Election, that have not ſome 4 
it in their Sanctification. Men differ 
their Notions about the Cauſe of Sin; ye 5 
on | both fides they hold that's the hd. 
1 
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of Fruit is not according to the Root. Dr 
Stock, but according to the Graſt or 
Coyn out of which it immediately grows: 
ſo the Specification: of Actions depends 
not upon any remote Cauſes which maß 
have an Influence into them, but upon the 
Will of him that is'the immediate Cauſe” 
of them; and Agr there is nothing j in the 
Decrees of God or Temptations of SM 
tan, which will on the inner, or quit 
him from Guilt. Men are it variance 1 
but the Extent of the Efficacy e Chriſt's Death; 
but agree that none ſhall have any ee : 
Benefit by it, bur thoſe that believe. Men N 
differ about the Power of N 5 
berty of the Will ; but on both Hi, 
own ſo much Power as will. leave. Men 
incxcuſcable, and may be a Ground of our 
Endeavours; and ſo much Neceſſity of 
Grace and Divine Aſſiſtance, as may 
bring us upon our Knees, and force us - 
to our Prayers. Some difference there % „ 
about Perſeverance ; but a Conſent in this, 
rhat he that doth not perſerere in Holi- 
| neſs, ſhall never be ſaved. Some diffe- 

] rence there is about the Hand that. Works 
have in our Juſtification ; but all agree 

that they are neceſſary in thoſe that are 
juſtiſied. Men vary in their Opinions a- 
bout the Obligation of the Law, t'e Nature 
0 49 Covenant of. Grace, Chriſtian Liberty, 

bur in this they conſent, that the 
Ti hings a in the Law are neceſſa- 
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ſio far Abſolute, chat Men may be ſaved with. 
duft Faith and Holineſs: That Chriſtians are 
got ro abuſe their Liberty, as an Octaſion to 
” _ Elcentiouſneſs. Now heppy is be that cmd 
mut bimſelf in the things which he allowerh,” 
F _., on God's Grace, without our Endeavours, |; 
PD good Work, as if we were to be; juſtified by 
them. Truſt to god Grace and Mercy in Chri 
2s if we had dne no Works at all! Live as if | 
there were no Goſpel. N as if there were 
no Law, (I ſpeak nor in reſpect of the Lowneſs 
and Servileneſs of our Principles, but in reſpect 
of the Diligence of our Endeavours,) Let 
.. walk watchfully and caurioufly,- as if we feat-. 
ved falling away; yet love God, and hope in 
him, as if we were certain to perſevere. In 
mort, (if I may take Liberty to mention ſuch, 
Names) let us pray like Calvins/ts, endeavour 8 
like Armini ans, act like Legaliſts, hope like Au. 
Y tinomiant; be Papiſts in our Works, Proteſtants. * 
7 in our Futh. Let me again add, to prevent; 
* - Miſtake and Offence, I ſpeak not of the Princi-. 
ples of Mens Actions, bur the Matter and Sub- 
ſtance of them; nor of what they do in Hyporbeſi, 
„ which comes under ſuch diſtinguiſning Names; 
* but, of what ſuch Mens Principles do really (or 
| at leaſt are ſuppoſed by others to) lead them 
to. Finally, whereto we have already attained, let 
us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame 
Ae TE A 
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